
MARIST 
POUGHKEEPSIE, FRIDAY FEBRUARY 08, 2019 MARISTCIRCLE.COM INSPIRING STUDENT VOICES EST. 1941

BY ALEXANDRIA WATTS
News Editor

MISS   NEW YORK TEEN  USA

FEATURES | PAGE 3

CIRCLE

BY MIKE MINARDI / MARY CENIZA
Sports Editor / Contributor

See EMT, Page 2 See DARBY, Page 2See STEEL PLANT, Page 2

New Steel Plant Boasts 
Modern Appeal, but 

Limited in Art Space, 
Students Say. 

    After two years of hard work and 
patience, members of the Marist 
community came together Friday 
evening for the grand opening of 
the Steel Plant Studios--the new 
home to many fashion and art 
classrooms. 
    The Winter Garden, or the 
courtyard-esque cafe area of the 
new building, was filled to the 
brim with spectators, ranging 
from students and faculty to board 
members, alumni, and politicians. 
The trendy studio was well-re-
ceived, although many art student 
attendees 
commented on the lack of class-
room space devoted to art, relative 
to their fashion counterparts. 
    Marist President David Yel-
len kicked off the ceremony by 
thanking some of the people and 
organizations who brought the 
Steel Plant building to fruition. He 

    The modern facade, decora-
tive foliage, and working space 
drew widespread applause from 
students,  many of whom were 
more than pleased to abandon the 
antiquated classrooms of the old 
Steel Plant, located at 51 Fulton 
Street (though this building will 
still house some art classrooms).   
    “It’s a lot bigger, more modern,” 
said Morgan Prenetta, senior art 
student. “The whole environment 
definitely generates a lot more cre-
ativity because of the vibe it gives 
off. The old Steel Plant was very 
industrial, which made it feel kind 
of cold. This [building] generates a 
positive feeling for people to work 
in.” 
    The Steel Plant did not come 
without its share of expenses. 
Yellen noted in his speech that 
Marist received nearly $3 million 

praised Robert A.M. Stern Archi-
tects, the architecture firm that 
designed the Steel Plant. 
    Stern has been responsible for 
several important Marist struc-
tures, including the entry gate-
ways, the tunnel beneath Route 9, 
and Hancock Center. The new Steel 
Plant Studios is designed to mirror 
these other buildings. It boasts 
an industrial-modern style, and 
incorporates brick, steel, polished 
concrete, terrazzo, corrugated 
metal, and tile.
    President Yellen lauded the 
new technology in Steel Plant 
and emphasized how it will allow 
students to explore new creative 
avenues. 
    “This building will add to our 
student success in many ways, bet-
ter preparing them for internships 
and ways in which fashion, art, and 
technology intersect,” Yellen said. 

Students and 
Security Join 
Forces in EMT 
Program

Back In The 
Saddle? An 
Update On 
Darby O’Gill’s

BY KENNETH GUILLAUME
Chief Copy Editor

    Marist College security an-
nounced that a student and securi-
ty Emergency Medical Technician 
(EMT) collaborative effort will 
take full effect this semester in 
order to help students at all hours 
of the day. 
    This new program offers the 
ability to respond to students 
who need help without the use of 
police or fire emergency response 
vehicles. EMT’s have the ability 
to help people who may be in 
life-threatening situations through 
their extensive education.
    “The entire program is an EMS 
squad run by students, but assist-
ed by security,” said Justin DiBiase 
‘19, vice president of Safety and 
Security for the the Student Gov-
ernment Association (SGA).  
    Whenever a student is sick, or 
not well, the campus EMT’s are 
able to quickly respond and assist 
them in whichever way they can. 
    In essence this new EMS squad 
will minimize the frequency that 
Fairview is called to the Marist 
campus and help make sure the 
well-being of each student is 
carefully evaluated before being 
sent to the hospital, if they need 
treatment.
    The results of this don’t only 
benefit the Marist community, but 
also the area in which Fairview 
gets called out to, DiBiase said. 
     “The school’s putting less strain 
on the fire district.”
    Each member of this EMS 
squad is fully trained and in most 
cases has had years of experience 
already as a volunteer EMT. They 
receive the same training that any 
EMT would receive, and are exten-
sively tested before being allowed 
to perform as a certified EMT. 
    The most common ailment they 
foresee happening on campus is 
over intoxication.
     “We’ll evaluate you and make 
that decision, and if you’re really 
drunk and you need to go to the 
hospital that’s when we’ll call Fair-
view and transport you,” DiBiase 
said. 
    “This program will minimize 
the scene that is caused when 
a student is ill or injured,” said 
Safety and Security Director John 
Blaisdell.
    Blaisdell emphasised the student 
and security collaborate to create a 
safer and more responsive security 
service that can span not only 
basic security, but also ensures the 
well being of the students. 

    Darby O’Gill’s has made a “condi-
tional no contest” offer to pay a 
fine of $20,000 to settle charges 
against them following the suspen-
sion of their liquor license.
    According to Bill Crowley of the 
New York State Liquor Authority, 
the no contest offer appeared 
before the Full Board of the State 
Liquor for consideration on Feb. 6 
at their bi-weekly Full Board meet-
ing. While a decision on the offer 
has not yet been confirmed, the 
Board discussed a counter-offer to 
the settlement, which would entail 
placing enforcement-division-ap-
proved scanners in Darby’s as well 
as two other local bars under the 
same ownership.
    The raid at the popular local 
bar follows New York Governor 
Andrew Cuomo’s announcement 
to increase efforts in dissuading 
underage drinking in the state.
    This initiative will focus on con-
cert venues, bars, restaurants and 
alcohol retailers throughout New 
York State.
    “It goes without saying that New 
York State has absolutely zero tol-
erance for underage drinking, and 
last year’s record number of fake 
ID seizures demonstrates once 
again that we are deadly serious 
about tackling this issue,” Cuomo 
said in a statement. “Underage 
drinking often leads to avoidable 
tragedies, and we will continue 
these successful enforcement 
measures to crack down on illegal 
behavior and ensure the safety of 
all New Yorkers.”
    In 2018, 922 New York residents 
were ticketed for using false iden-
tification or using another person’s 
ID while 892 forms of fake identifi-
cations were seized.
    An underage male Marist stu-
dent who was present at Darby’s 
on the night of the raid stated that 
he received a letter from the state 
of New York saying he can either 
mail in a guilty plea or plead not 
guilty and appear in court for a 
hearing. Choosing to plead guilty, 
he then received a fine of $200 and 
ordered not to drive in the state 
for 90 days. He wishes to keep his 
identity as anonymous.
    He explained that other students 
he spoke with that were also in-
volved in the incident endured the 
same consequences.
 

Super   bow l   LIII    Boycotted

SPORTS | PAGE 11



POUGHKEEPSIE, FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 08, 20192 • INSPIRING STUDENT VOICES EST. 1941 MARISTCIRCLE.COM

MARIST CIRCLE  NEWS

in grants from the State of New 
York to complete the project.
    Following President Yellen’s 
remarks, Dr. Lyn Lepre, dean of 
the School of Communication and 
the Arts, detailed the features of 
the new Steel Plant Studios. Lepre 
noted that the building is equipped 
with a laser cutter, an engraver, 
and a body scanner
    “This is more than just a beau-
tiful building for the faculty, staff 
and students,” Lepre said. “It’s a 
tremendous opportunity.”
    The administration seemed most 

excited about the abundance of 
space that Steel Plant offers. Lepre 
noted that Marist’s Creative Re-
source Center (CRC) did not have 
adequate room in its old home. 
Lepre believes that the increase 
in space will “foster creativity and 
inspire students.”
    Ed Smith, Marist’s art gallery 
director, is also looking forward 
to seeing what the students can 
accomplish with this new space.
    “Space is everything, and the 
ability to sit there and focus is 
really important,” Ed Smith said. 
Smith believes the students’ work 
is paramount, and that Marist is 

Continue From Page 1

STEEL 
PLANT

EMT

setting its students up for success 
by giving them more space to 
work.
    But while administrators em-
phasized expansion as the Steel 
Plant’s crown jewel, art students 
felt the space was largely limited 
to fashion, with the art rooms com-
partmentalized in the back corner 
of the first floor. 
    “She’s a beauty but she needs 
some editing here and there on the 
space issues..” said Maggie Alleva, 
senior art student.
     “..specifically art classroom 
space [for capping],” her friend, 
Gabby Ruiz, joined in. 

    “We’re in the corner,” Ruiz said, 
adding that she hopes to see 
improvements to the digital art 
classrooms.
    Alleva and Ruiz’s sentiment was 
reflected in the conglomeration 
of art students who attended the 
opening, many of whom expressed 
frustration with the Steel Plant’s 
label as a fashion building.
    “This is our home too,” one stu-
dent said after recalling an unwel-
coming encounter with a “fashion 
lady” while touring the upstairs of 
the building last semester. 
    The renovation project expand-
ed on the original 12,000 square 

feet with a two story, 35,000 
square foot addition. Steel Plant 
Studios now has two floors and six 
different labs, including a textile 
design lab, a fashion digital lab, 
and a printmaking lab. Steel Plant 
also features a dining center in the 
Winter Garden, which President 
Yellen described as part of Marist’s 
efforts to distribute dining options 
to more buildings on campus.
    Smith noted that there will be a 
faculty exhibition opening at Steel 
Plant within the next two-to-three 
weeks, but for now, it appears the 
faculty is more excited about the 
students’ work than anything else.

    The student run EMS squad is 
not active currently, but will start 
responding to calls on Tuesday Feb. 
12. While they prepare to launch 
this new initiative, two security 
officers who are EMT trained are 
currently treating students around 
campus.
    In coordination with student 
affairs, the EMT service has been 
designated a room dedicated to 
treating these students that are 
being seen. Some instances don’t 
involve the coordination of all the 
emergency services, rather they, 
“might just need a bottle of water 
and a place to sit,” Blaisdell said. 
    This program does come at a 
price though.
     “I can take a guess and say it’ll 
cost around $3,000-$4,000,” DiB-
iase said in regards to the proper 
equipment needed. The money for 
this program is coming out of the 
security budget. 
    The equipment that will be used 
by the EMT’s is up to the state 
standards for New York. The EMT’s 
are also protected by state laws 
that enable them to practice like 
any EMT in the state. In addition, 
patients are protected by confi-
dentiality if they are treated by the 
student EMT’s.
    When the new initiative is live, 
students will be able to get practi-
cal field work in the medical field, 
but also keep Marist students safe 
without draining resources from 
the community. 

DARBY
    New York State residents who 
were ticketed during the Darby’s 
raid were required to turn in their 
licenses to the Department of 
Motor Vehicles for the duration 
of their suspension. This was not 
the case for some ticketed patrons 
who lived out of state, however, as 
the 90-day license suspension only 
applied to the state of New York, 
while some out-of-staters can con-
tinue driving elsewhere (pending 
which state they live in).  
    “Honestly, this whole ordeal kind 

vice president of Safety and Securi-
ty at Marist’s student government 
association (SGA).
    “I don’t believe [students] 
should [face disciplinary action] 
since it was an off-campus activity 
that they took part in,” DiBiase 
said. “The difference being as if 
they were caught by security on 
campus with alcohol versus them 
being off campus doing something 
not related to Marist or not related 
to the status at Marist.”
    DiBiase also issued a warning to 

underage students to “definitely 
watch out.”
    “It’s probably going to hap-
pen  again,” he said. “I can’t say 
specifics, I don’t know specifics. I 
just know that the likelihood of it 
happening again is definitely high.”
    “I highly urge students to follow 
the law,” DiBiase said. “You’re here 
for four years…it flies by very 
quickly. Enjoy your time here, you 
don’t want to get tied up with pos-
sible felony charges all because of 
a night out with your friends.”

of flew over my head,” the student 
said. “Everyone hyped it up that 
we were going to jail and the fine 
and punishment was going to be a 
lot, but it honestly wasn’t too bad. 
“You see the kids who didn’t get 
caught still going out and even the 
ones who did may have the urge to 
not care and continue to go out to 
the bars.”
    Marist has not taken any dis-
ciplinary action against students 
that were caught in the incident, 
according to Justin DiBiase ‘19, 
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Marist Student Coordinates Event 
to Combat Human Trafficking

MARIST CIRCLE FEATURES

    Alexandra Cirovic ‘19 saw 
months of organization and 
promotion pay off on Jan. 31 as a 
lecture hall filled with students 
and teachers willing to learn and 
help the cause against human 
trafficking. The event included a 
guest lecture and discussion, and 
afterwards, guests created essen-
tial care kits for victims.
    Courtney Albert, the founder 
and president of Give Way to Free-
dom, spoke at the event. Albert is 
a licensed clinical mental health 
counselor and has worked with 
victims internationally. Albert’s 
organization is dedicated to 
protecting and supporting victims 
of human trafficking. During the 
presentation, Albert emphasized 
the dangers and severity of the 
crime.
    “At the core, it’s exploitation. 
Some humans see other humans as 
a way to make money,” Albert said. 
    Albert discussed possible causes, 
indicators, and ways to intervene 
in human trafficking. Force, fraud, 
and coercion are some of the 
means of the crime, which can 
occur on the street, at massage 
parlors, truck stops, and escort 

services. While physical confron-
tations are present, it can also be 
coordinated online. Albert has 
seen victims approached through 
Tinder and Facebook.
    The lecture emphasized that 
anyone can become a victim of 
human trafficking. It happens 
to men, women, and children all 
over the world. The U.S. is both a 
source and destination for human 
trafficking.
    With this information, Albert 
spoke about the indicators that 
might help identify victims. Signs 
of abuse, fear, anxiety, and depres-
sion, along with individuals who 
are “inappropriately” dressed and 
have inconsistent stories, demon-
strate red flags. Other indicators 
can include physical confinement 
or monitoring. 
    Victims are often afraid to come 
forward because they are embar-
rassed and believe there is a stig-
ma surrounding human trafficking, 
Albert detailed. Many individuals 
do not have homes to return to 
or a place for help and support. 
Albert explained the community 
has a responsibility to help.
    “Our job is to reach out and 
show respect and compassion,” 
Albert said. 
    Albert listed phone numbers 
in Dutchess County to provide 

resources for adults and children 
seeking support in human traffick-
ing situations. The phone numbers 
are also located on Give Way to 
Freedom’s website. 
    After the presentation, the au-
dience assembled bags with small 
water bottles, clothing, toiletries, 
and feminine products. The do-
nations were quickly packed into 
bags with the help of the attend-
ees. 
    Erin Eldridge ‘21 noticed the 
profound community involvement 
to help victims of human traf-
ficking. “I liked the presentation, 
but this event stands out because 
everyone is collaborating to help 
the cause by making these care 
packages,” Eldridge said.  
    As she watched students create 
care kits, Cirovic said the result 
was the most rewarding aspect of 
this project. 
    “I was always interested in crime 
and nonprofits. Through social 
media, I got interested in human 
trafficking. I did research and re-
alized how underrepresented the 
victims are, which really bothered 
me,”said Cirovic, a political science 
major with a minor in criminal 
justice. “I was super happy when 
I found Courtney and was able to 
get in contact.”
    Cirovic has been interning with 

BY GRACE  MAEDA
 Contributor

Albert and collaborating to create 
this event since November 2018.
Through her internship, Cirovic 
has seen how complex the human 
trafficking industry can be. 
    “It’s much more complicated 
than what you could ever imagine,” 
Cirovic said. “Like most people, I 
thought the victims of sex traffick-
ing were in chains and bondages, 
but that is definitely not the case. It 
could literally happen to anyone.”
    Inspired by the work she has 
been able to do with Give Way to 
Freedom, Cirovic hopes to work 
globally and travel on a task force, 
preventing crimes such as human 
trafficking.
    Students like Eldridge felt the 
event cleared misconceptions 
about human trafficking and they 
learned how to detect signs of the 
crime. Eldridge said it is crucial 
to bring awareness to college 
campuses because it helps stu-
dents reflect if they know anyone 
involved as the victim or even the 
perpetrator. 
    “It’s important to always be on 
the lookout, and I liked learning 
how to spot potentially dangerous 
situations and identify possible 
victims,” Eldridge said. “There are 
different behaviors and jobs that 
can actually be really suspicious.” 

    While most students were pur-
chasing textbooks and beginning 
papers the second week of the 
semester, one freshman travelled 
to Austin, T.X. to pick up her gown 
for the Miss Teen USA pageant.
Hailey Germano ‘22 was crowned 
Miss New York Teen USA on Jan. 
20. Studying fashion design, 
Germano juggles schoolwork and 
pageantry as she prepares for the 
upcoming national competition.
“[Pageants] offer a lot of great 
opportunities, including public 
speaking and interview skills,” 
Germano said. This passion for the 
tiara all started at age ten in Smith-
town, N.Y., a town in the center of 
Long Island.
    While Long Island hosts its very 
own competitions, this future 
Miss New York Teen USA opted 
for pageants at the state level and 
went on to nationals as a junior. In 
addition to living the pageant life, 
Germano did modelling as a child – 
even appearing on a crafts box for 
the company CRA-Z-Art.
    By 2015, her little brother was 
diagnosed with juvenile macular 
degeneration, an early form of 
blindness for young people. From 
this challenging experience, Ger-
mano created “Hailey’s Hope for 
a Cure.” This organization raises 

awareness about juvenile macular 
degeneration through the sale of 
T-shirts designed by the fashion 
major herself. All proceeds go to 
the Foundation Fighting Blindness 
(FFB).
    As high school drew to an 
end, Germano wanted to pursue 
a career in fashion, eventually 
finding her way to the banks of the 
Hudson at Marist College. 
“I love the atmosphere overall…I 
knew I did not want to be directly 
in [New York] City, and I wanted to 
be on a real college campus, and a 
college campus as beautiful as it is 
here,” Germano said.
     While she is enjoying her first 
year in college, the young pageant 
star knew this would be her last 
time applying as a teen competitor, 
as after her next birthday she will 
only be able to apply as a “Miss” 
contestant. With ambition and a 
winning smile, Germano applied 
for Miss New York Teen USA, a 
competition she had never done 
before. The competition consisted 
of an interview, an evening gown 
competition, and an activewear 
competition. Out of the 121 con-
testants, only five were selected 
to a final round consisting of two 
questions. Germano proceeded to 
the final round.

     At the end of the evening, Ger-
mano stood waiting for the winner 
to be announced. Seconds later she 
was crowned Miss New York Teen 
USA – first and last time applicant, 
and first time winner.
    On Feb. 1, as most Marist Red 
Foxes were braving the Polar Vor-
tex weather, Germano was taking 
off for Los Angeles, C.A. to model 
for the company “Hyfve.” After 
landing in Austin, T.X., the Long 
Island native went to Sherri Hill 
where she picked out the evening 
gown she will wear at the national 
competition. Later that night, she 
was again en route for the Empire 
State.
    Germano has come a long way 
from Smithtown, N.Y.,  and she 
now enters the next competition: 
Miss Teen USA. While she aspires 
for the national title, Germano is 
grateful for the title she currently 
holds. 
    “I am very blessed and grateful 
for where I am today,” Germano 
said.
    The Miss Teen USA pageant will 
be held in Spring of 2019, and a 
Marist Red Fox will be gracing the 
stage alongside 49 others teen 
state titleholders from across the 
country.

Freshman Hailey Germano 
Crowned Miss New York Teen 

USA

BY HANNAH KIRK
 Managing Editor

    On Feb. 1, 2019, Governor An-
drew M. Cuomo officially declared 
Feb. 8, 2019 as P.S. I Love You Day 
in the State of New York. 
    Marist College Alumna Brooke 
DiPalma ‘18 founded P.S. I Love 
You Day in 2011, following the 
loss of her father, Joseph DiPalma, 
to suicide in April 2010. This year 
will be the celebration of the 9th 
annual P.S. I Love You Day. 
    DiPalma started this event at her 
high school in West Islip, N.Y. after 
she was overwhelmed by support 
from her high school classmates. 
This year there are 118 schools, 
in all academic levels from middle 
school to university, celebrating 
P.S. I Love You Day. 
    According to their website, 
psiloveyouday.net, their mission 
statement is “to spread love in 
order to decrease bullying and 
promote mental health aware-
ness. We strongly believe that by 
educating students earlier about 
mental health, this difficult con-
versation will be easier to discuss. 
On the second Friday of every 
February, we encourage commu-
nities to wear purple in order to 
foster kindness and a welcoming 
environment.”
    This day, nor the organization, 
requires donations, but if there are 
donations, 50 percent goes back 
into the donating community’s 
event for the following year and 25 
percent goes to P.S. I Love You Day 
Inc., so that each year the organi-
zation has the ability to continue 
expanding, educating people, and 
making resources available to 
those in need. Finally, the remain-
ing 25 percent of donations go 
directly to the donating commu-
nity’s local Suicide Prevention 
organization. 
    For more information, their 
website is psiloveyouday.net. Re-
member you are never alone and 
there are support and resources 
available. Be sure to wear purple 
on Feb. 8 to show support. 

9th Annual 
P.S. I Love 
You Day

BY ANTHONY CABRAL 
Staff Writer

Alexandra Cirovic (Left) and Courtney Albert (Right) Attendees of the lecture fill bags for donation
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Questions with President Yellen
Q: Can you describe your major 
long and short term goals for 
Marist, and briefly highlight any 
notable projects underway for 
Spring 2019?

The 2018-23 Strategic Plan does a 
good job of summarizing where we 
would like Marist to go.  In general, 
we want to expand and diversify the 
College’s revenue stream (in light 
of a challenging environment for 
private higher education), make 
a Marist education more accessi-
ble to more students, and ensure 
high-quality educational experienc-
es and outcomes for our students.

Q. What is the status of the Med-
ical school in terms of construc-
tion, accreditation approvals, 
the search for the founding 
dean, and general engagements? 

The School of Medicine will seek ap-
provals from the national accredit-
ing body for medical education pro-
grams – the Liaison Committee on 
Medical Education (LCME) – as well 
as the New York State Education 
Department and the Middle States 
Commission on Higher Education; 
we expect to receive these approv-
als in summer 2021.  We plan to 
break ground later this spring on 
the new building site (located on 
the campus of Vassar Brothers 
Medical Center), with occupancy of 
the new building expected in spring 
2022.  The search for the founding 
dean and other key personnel has 
begun and is ongoing.  The first 
class is expected to begin studies in 
2022.  

Q. Can you provide us with an 
update on priority points? Have 
you come to a conclusion on the 
issue...Will we be abolishing 
the system, maintaining it, or 
changing it? If not, when will a 
final decision be made?

The priority points system is still 
under review, and no final decisions 
have been made.  Keeping, modify-
ing or eliminating the system are all 
on the table.  I will be participating 
in an SGA-sponsored town hall to 
discuss the issue on Wednesday, 
February 9 at 11:30 a.m. in the 
Fusco Recital Hall.

Q. A lingering concern among 
many students is adequate on 
campus housing. This semester, 
some juniors and seniors re-
turning from abroad have been 
placed in sophomore housing 

(Foy, Lower West, Upper Fulton). 
Despite the construction of 
additional residence halls, do 
you still see housing shortage 
as an issue at Marist? If so, how 
do you plan on addressing the 
problem?

There is not a shortage of housing 
on campus, but we can’t always 
guarantee that students get the 
room they want.  This is largely 
the result of the imbalance in 
the number of students studying 
abroad in the fall versus the spring.  
The students who return from fall 
study abroad are placed in the beds 
(for the most part) of the students 
who study abroad in the spring.  
There is also an imbalance in terms 
of which class years study abroad 
each semester.  So this spring, for 
example, 70 students who went 
abroad (about half) were sopho-
mores, while most of the students 
returning from fall study abroad 
were juniors and seniors.  Once 
the empty junior/senior beds were 
filled, the remaining upperclassmen 
(30) had to be placed in sophomore 
beds.  We don’t want to start telling 
students when they can study 
abroad – we want them to choose 
– so in some cases, students will be 
assigned rooms (based on priority 
points) and they won’t be complete-
ly happy, unfortunately.  We are 
going to look into getting housing 
assignments out sooner to Juniors 
and Seniors returning from abroad, 
so they can look off campus if they 
don’t like their options.

Q. Now that the Steel Plant is 
completed, will the College still 
be utilizing 51 Fulton?

Yes, we will continue to use 51 
Fulton.  In the short run, it will 
probably continue as swing space 
during the renovations on Dyson.

Q. How will the open spaces 
from the empty fashion rooms 
in Donnelly be used?

The Donnelly fashion space will 
be used to house faculty and staff 
displaced by the Dyson addition and 
renovation.  After Dyson is com-
plete, it will serve as office space for 
various departments.

Q. It is our understanding that 
the Diversity Council did not 
receive enough responses for 
last semester’s Climate Survey 
results to be utilized.  How will 
the Council proceed from here? 

Will the existing survey results 
be used in any way? 

That’s actually not correct.  The 
Climate Survey did receive sufficient 
participation for the data to be use-
ful.  I have not yet seen any of the 
data, but the results are currently 
being analyzed, and a report will be 
released later this spring.

Q. How do you plan on continu-
ing in your goal to increase 
diversity on the Marist campus 
at large?

One of our biggest fundraising 
goals is to secure additional 
funds for need-based scholar-
ships.  Marist’s participation in 
the American Talent Initiative is 
an important part of these efforts 
to increase diversity, particularly 
among Pell-eligible students.  We 
have begun making progress with 
racial and socioeconomic diversity, 
but more remains to be done.  The 
Climate Survey itself was an effort 
to assess the campus climate and 
identify areas where Marist is 
succeeding and areas in which we 
can do better.

Q. Does the school plan on ren-
ovating and/or replacing Dyson 
Hall and if so, when will that 
process begin?

Yes.  The current Dyson building 
will be completely renovated and 
a new addition will be construct-
ed.  We are currently working 
with the Deans and faculty of the 
Schools of Management and Social 
& Behavioral Sciences to assess 
current and future needs, bench-
mark other schools’ facilities, and 
plan programming.  Final floor 
plans and schematic designs will be 
complete by early March, and we 
expect construction to begin in later 
summer.  Residents of Dyson would 
be relocated to other areas of cam-
pus, e.g., Lowell Thomas, Donnelly, 
51 Fulton, etc.  We expect the new 
space in Dyson to be occupied in 
spring 2021.

Q. Is the McCann Arena expect-
ed to open by the beginning of 
next school year (Fall 2019) as 
scheduled? 

Work on the McCann project is 
progressing as scheduled, and we 
expect the building to be complete 
in late fall 2019.

10
    When a Marist College Ad-
missions Counselor came to Ebi 
Olodiama’s high school school in 
Nigeria, she was impressed by his 
eloquent pitch about the college’s 
academic offerings and internship 
opportunities but especially by 
the pictures he showed her of the 
campus. 
    Olodiama felt confident that 
Marist would be her school and 
she was accepted. The first time 
she stepped foot on campus would 
be on her first day of school in 
August 2014. Driving in with her 
friends, she saw the wonder in 
their eyes as they all saw the cam-
pus for the first time. Despite her 
own excitement, she felt scared as 
she approached this new experi-
ence. 
     Five years later, Olodiama 
remains a part of the Marist com-
munity and works as a graduate 
assistant in the Admission Office.

What was your favorite part 
of your student experience at 
Marist? 
    I loved the dining. That, to me, 
was like a getaway point. Me and 
my friends would always go to the 
dining hall. We could spend three 
hours in the dining hall. That’s 
where we would relax, talk about 
how much our classes are fun or 
annoying or whatever. 
     The classes were really nice. I 
loved my classes and I loved my 
professors. They were very nice peo-
ple. I can’t say I had one professor 
that was annoying. My classes were 
interactive–I’m not trying to be a 
person who is selling Marist now. 
This is really true. 

What made you want to stay in-
volved in the Marist community 
after graduation? 
    I’ve always been involved on 
this campus. I used to brag as 
an [undergraduate] that almost 
everybody knows me on campus. I 
would usually be the first person in 

the library and the last person out 
of the library, even though I didn’t 
work there. I was on the board of 
Mon Afrique, a show that showcases 
African students on campus. I was 
always their host for the four years 
I was here. I was a tour guide, a 
peer mentor. 
    I was always involved on campus 
because I loved it so much and then 
when I graduated, I got a job, but I 
missed Marist so much...it felt like 
home. I got a job in the city, but 
it didn’t feel good the way Marist 
did. Marist was home. Marist was 
peaceful. I was away from my 
family and my friends. Marist was 
the next closest thing to family to 
me. I had to think of a way to come 
back on campus, so I got a job at 
Admissions and started going to 
[graduate] school here. 

So I asked you what your favor-
ite part about being a student 
was. What is your favorite part 
of this role? 
    Just meeting prospective students 
and seeing them. Every time I tell 
them about my experience or why 
they should come to Marist, I see 
their faces light up. It’s something I 
could never trade because I remem-
ber having that same expression 
when somebody told me about 
Marist College...watching students 
have that feeling is to die for. 

What are the next steps of your 
career, or where would you see 
yourself in five years? 
    In the next five years, I have two 
things...one, I am thinking about go-
ing for my Ph.D. in political science 
because I love politics and I just 
studied African politics, so maybe I 
will be doing that. Or, I could decide 
by January to go back home. It’s 
time to go back home, and I’m plan-
ning on starting my own business. 
Like I said, I’ve always loved poli-
tics. I went home this past time and 
I saw how much the political system 
is really evolving, so I really want to 
get my hand into politics.

From Student to 
Staff: Ebi Olodiama 
Shares Her Passion 

for Marist with 
Prospective Students 

BY SARAH LYNCH 
Features Editor
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New Year’s
Resolutions

BY SYDNEY KYSAR
Graphic Designer

BY TONY CABRAL
Humorist

    In spring of 2018, Marist Dining 
Services unveiled a hydroponic 
seedling garden in the main dining 
hall. The vertical farm station has 
been a fixture in the dining hall for 
about a year now, with its bright 
UV light and sci-fi appearance 
leaving many students to wonder 
its purpose.
    The objective of this unique, 
agricultural device is to grow and 
nurture seedlings so they can be 
transplanted to the main garden, 
giving plants an opportunity to 
jumpstart their growth. 
    The garden is a beneficial addi-
tion to the dining experience and 
symbolizes Marist’s commitment 
to environmentalism.
     But it’s all a sham.
    The plants in the dining hall do 
not grow; they are switched out 
like a class fish when one swims 
up the river. Last weekend I was in 
Home Depot, trying to decide on 
a new light fixture for the master 
bathroom (I’m going for a rustic 
look, I went with the bronze), and 
while I was strolling down the 
saw-dusted aisles I finally figured 

out how Sodexo got away with 
“growing plants.” In Home Depot, 
there are houseplants in the front 
of the store, the type of plants you 
would find in a dentist’s lobby, 
a lonely professor’s office, or a 
hydroponic garden. 
    This is my theory. Every two 
weeks, instead of working the Ros-
si’s station at the North End Dining 
Hall, a Sodexo employee treks over 
to Home Depot and purchases 
a series of slightly more mature 
sprouts to replace the stagnant 
ones in the dining hall.
    Have you ever actually noticed 
the plants? For all we know, they 
could’ve been planted as tomato 
plants, sprouted as basil and are 
now mini pumpkin vines: we 
would not know! This horticultural 
scam is a mere stunt pulled by 
Sodexo to promote an eco-friendly 
façade. This is a front to distract 
students from the high pollutant 
preparation of food in the back.
    Every appliance in the dining 
hall kitchen is powered by an 
individual generator, which runs 
on crude oil. The runoff of these 
machines goes straight into the 

BY CATELYN DI LEVA
Staff Writer

    Each year as the calendar marks 
“January 1,” the entire world creates 
their New Year’s Resolutions and 
tries their hardest to stick with 
them for an entire year. The idea of 
New Year’s Resolutions has been a 
tradition for decades. But do these 
resolutions and promises help us 
become better versions of ourselves, 
or do they only create even more 
stress and standards that we can’t 
hold ourselves to? 
    Rather than creating resolutions 
that are out of reach, people should 
base their resolutions off of what is 
reasonable for themselves.
    The basis of a New Year’s Res-
olution is to do, or not do, some-
thing that will help you grow as a 
person—whether that be setting out 
to accomplish a goal, try something 
new, or ditch a habit that affected 
you last year. It’s basically an excuse 
to improve ourselves and make an 
effort to do something different. 
    In the past couple of years, 
according to The Washington Post, 
New Year’s Resolutions have cen-
tered around attempting to pick up 
a new and better habit, rather than 
refraining from a bad one.  Instead 
of giving something up, people have 
tried to gain a new and beneficial 
habit in order to add something 
more positive to their life. These 
people are trying to better their new 
year by adding something to their 
lives and trying something new. 
According to Huffington Post, it is 
beneficial to try new things in life, 
as it “engages fresh experiences that 
reinvigorate your life with energy 
and excitement.” 
    A negative effect of creating a New 
Year’s Resolution each year is being 
pressured to keep that resolution, 
and most likely ending up feeling 
unaccomplished at the end of the 
year. Although it is beneficial to chal-
lenge yourself, it seems to be equally 
as important to set realistic goals 
that may actually be accomplished 
within the year. According to John 
C. Norcross, a professor of psychol-
ogy at the University of Scranton 
in Pennsylvania, “most people will 
have lapsed or slipped on their 
resolutions by mid-January”. This 
shows how people may make these 
resolutions without considering 
whether or not it’s actually an at-
tainable goal. Thus, maybe it is more 
beneficial to add something new in 
our lives if we cannot stick to cutting 
something out.
    According to US News and Re-
ports, “it’s important to recognize 
that outside-in solutions such as 
dieting, joining gyms and so on are 
doomed to fail if, other than your 
well-intentioned resolve to change, 
you’ve done nothing to enhance 
your capacity to either sustain 
motivation or handle the inevitable 
stress and discomfort involved in 
change.” If people are not stable 
or strong enough to stick with a 
certain resolution that they created 
for themselves, it will not be solid 
enough for that person to stick with 
for the entire year—or in certain 
cases, just for a couple of weeks or 
months. 
    The process of creating New 
Year’s resolutions comes full circle 
as we try to better ourselves in the 
beginning of each year, but end up 
unsuccessful—remaining just how 
we began.

Hudson where nobody will ever 
see them. If you have ever jumped 
into the river, you may be familiar 
with the cigarette-flavored water. 
That all comes from the Main Din-
ing Hall. But nobody ever thinks to 
trace it back to Sodexo… because 
we are too busy looking at the UV 
lights of a fake garden. Like flies 
attracted to a porch light.
    There are some accounts that 
the dining hall only runs the UV 
lights of the garden at night, to 
“conserve energy.” Bull****. They 
do not always run the UV lights 
because nothing is growing behind 
those glass panels.
    Sodexo, if you want to put your 
energies towards something 
useful- buy a Hydroponic Rossi’s 
Vodka Chicken-Parm Garden, that 
way students do not have to wait 
the length of a class period to taste 
proof there is a God.
    This article is 100 percent ficti-
tious and not to be taken seriously 
in any way. Sodexo, please do not 
withhold my meal swipes for this 
writing!

Photo by Tony Cabral

The Hydro-phony Garden

C O M I C S
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BY HANNAH KIRK
Managing Editor

    The United States Govern-
ment has reopened following 
a 35-day long shutdown. The 
government went into shut-
down as a result of the United 
States Congress and President 
Trump’s inability to come to 
an agreement on the appro-
priations bill needed to fund 
the federal government for the 
2019 fiscal year. 
    Furthermore, the shutdown 
was  a result of President 
Trump’s demand for $5.7 bil-
lion in federal funds in order to 
build the United States-Mexico 
wall. 
    The majority of people do 
have a strong opinion regard-
ing the wall, regardless of 
whether they’re for or against 
it. However, when debating this 
topic, the issue will not get re-
solved if you simply look at the 
topic in regards to what you 
believe is the right, or the mor-
al thing to do. People’s emo-
tions are so strong, but if there 
was an understanding of the 
other side, then feelings most 
likely wouldn’t be so divisive. 
Therefore, to create a substan-
tial opinion on the matter, it is 
important to look at facts. 
    According to the Pew 
Research Center, the number 
of unauthorized immigrants 
in the US has decreased by 
13 percent since its peak in 
2007. Meaning today, illegal 
immigrants make up about 
3.4 percent of the population. 
Amongst that 3.5 percent, 
Mexicans only make up 50 
percent, which has dropped 
from 57 percent in 2007. In 
other words, only 1.7 percent 
of the United States population 
is undocumented Mexican 
immigrants. 
    Furthermore, 58 percent of 
illegal Mexican immigrants live 
in six states: California, Texas, 
New York, New Jersey, and 
Illinois. Of these six states, only 
California and Texas border 
Mexico. 
    According to an academic 
criminology journal article 
titled, “Does Undocumented 

Immigration Increase Violent 
Crimes?” by Michael T. Light 
and Ty Miller, published on 
March 25, 2018, there is very 
little evidence that could 
defend the assumption that an 
increase in illegal immigration 
leads to an increases in crime. 
    “From 1990 through 2014, 
data found a negative correla-
tion, meaning that the more 
a population was made upon 
unauthorized immigrants, the 
lower the violent crime rate 
seemed to be.” 
    Numbers for this statement 
were found by Cato Institute in 
2018, an American Libertarian 
Think Tank in Washington D.C. 
The institute found that within 
Texas, there was a 56 percent 
decline in  criminal convictions 
of illegal immigrants compared 
to native-born Americans in 
Texas, the conviction rate of le-
gal immigrants was 85 percent 
below native-born. 
    On the other hand, if you 
still believe there needs to be 
tighter border security, and an 
increased method in prevent-
ing illegal immigration, I don’t 
necessarily disagree. 
    Again, without straying this 
argument too far away from 
morals and emotions behind 
whether or not the wall should 
be created, you can always 
look at these statistics. Ask 
yourself if it is really worth 
spending $5.7 billion dollars on 
a wall that most likely will not 
decrease illegal immigration 
that much. 
    That money can be spent on 
other things to improve the 
United States, such as feeding 
the hungry, housing the home-
less, giving resources to veter-
ans like physical, mental and 
emotional support, increasing 
teachers’ salaries, developing 
schools and providing re-
sources to give all children the 
materials to succeed. 
    I can understand the argu-
ment of needing to support 
Americans before illegal 
immigrants. But we, as Amer-
icans, are not even supporting 
Americans enough. 

Down From Radicalism
BY JOSEPH PERROTTA

Staff Writer

    In the past week, the national 
conversation about abortion—
which has simmered on low since 
the progressive brouhaha over 
the nomination of Justice Kavana-
ugh and the end of our national 
detente in the fight over abortion 
that it supposedly portended 
subsided—once again boiled over 
into the national spotlight. This 
resurgence of national interest in 
abortion finds its cause in three 
laws which are being considered 
at the state level, and one which 
has already been signed into law in 
New York, which have the effect of 
shifting the overton window of our 
discourse surrounding abortion 
sharply and abruptly to the left.
    On Tuesday, Jan. 22, 2019,  the 
New York State Senate passed, and 
Governor Andrew Cuomo signed 
into law, The Reproductive Health 
Act. This act makes a number 
of changes to the state’s laws 
concerning abortion, including re-
moving abortion from the criminal 
code entirely and creating a right 
to an abortion under the auspices 
of New York’s Public Health Law. 
More to it, this new law allows 
a licensed abortion provider to 
conduct an abortion when the 
patient is “within twenty-four 
weeks from the commencement of 
pregnancy, or there is an absence 
of fetal viability, or the abortion is 
necessary to protect the patient’s 
life or health.”
    Moving further to the south and 
to the left, Virginia Delegate Kathy 
Tran (D-42nd District) introduced 
the Repeal Act in the Virginia 
House of Delegates on Jan. 9, 2019. 
This bill eliminates the require-
ment that abortions taking place 
during the second trimester occur 
in a hospital, and the requirement 
that an ultrasound be performed 
before a mother gives written con-
sent for an abortion. Worse still, 
the bill decreases the number of 
medical professionals who need to 
certify that a third trimester abor-
tion is medically necessary from 
three to one, and removes the pre-
viously existing legal requirement 
that the projected harm caused 
to the mental or physical health 
of the mother justifying a third 
trimester abortion be “substantial 
and irremediable,” Thus empower-
ing the patient’s abortion provider 
to unilateral certify the presence of 
one of the aforementioned criteria 
for a third trimester abortion. 
    Increasing in radicalism from 
Berkeley to Stalingrad, Rhode 
Island’s Reproductive Health Care 
Act—introduced to the Rhode Is-
land House of Representatives on 
Jan. 16, 2019—not only repeals the 
State’s requirement that a woman 
notify her spouse before aborting 
their child; not only repeals the 
State’s prohibition of partial birth 
abortions, a procedure that is 
violent and graphic and barbaric; 
not only removes willfully killing 
an unborn child from the State’s 
criminal code—but also renders 
abortion legal before the point of 
fetal viability for any reason or no 
reason and renders abortion legal 
after the point of fetal viability if, 
you guessed it, it is necessary to 
“preserve the health or life” of the 
mother. 
    And finally, from Stalingrad to 
the darkest recesses of Margaret 
Sanger’s eugenicist mind, the 
Vermont House of Representatives 
is considering a measure which 
would establish an absolute right 

to abortion—a right irrespective of 
the situation or motivation of the 
mother or the stage of develop-
ment of her child. The bill reads 
in part, “Every individual who 
becomes pregnant has the funda-
mental right to choose to carry a 
pregnancy to term, give birth to 
a child, or to have an abortion” 
and “a fertilized egg, embryo, or 
fetus shall not have independent 
rights under Vermont law.” This 
bill was introduced by ninety one 
state representatives, a full sixty 
percent of the lower house of the 
legislature.
    For context, let’s take a step back 
and look at the timeline of fetal 
development. At the fifth week of 
a pregnancy, a baby’s heart starts 
beating. At ten weeks, the embryo 
has become a fetus. Various facial 
features have started to devel-
op, and various vital organs are 
starting to function, including the 
kidneys, intestines, brain, and liver. 
At the twelfth week, the tail end 
of the first trimester, you can hear 
a baby’s heartbeat at a prenatal 
checkup.
    At the fourteenth week, the 
beginning of the second trimester, 
a baby can make facial expressions 
and may have recently discovered 
thumb-sucking. Between the 
sixteenth and twentieth week, a 
mother will have her mid-preg-
nancy ultrasound, during which 
the doctor may be able to deter-
mine the child’s sex. Around this 
time, the mother will start to feel 
her baby move. At twenty-seven 
weeks, the very end of the second 
trimester, the baby is sleeping 
and waking at regular intervals, 
opening and closing its eyes, and 
sucking its thumb.
    At the twenty fourth week—the 
last week of the pregnancy where 
a mother in the state of New York, 
under the newly enacted Repro-
ductive Health Act, can get an 
abortion no questions asked—the 
baby is typically almost a foot long, 
likely weighs a little over a pound, 
and is developing taste buds and 
growing hair.
    At the start of the third trimes-
ter, the twenty eighth week, the 
baby is dreaming. At thirty four 
weeks the baby’s lungs and central 
nervous system are developing. 
At thirty-seven weeks the baby is 
considered early term. Most babies 
born at this time are healthy. At 
thirty-nine weeks, the baby is 
considered full term and is ready 
to be born.
    If you remember nothing else 
from this article, please remember 
this: all four laws outlined above—
the one passed in New York and 
the three being considered in 
Virginia, Rhode Island, and Ver-
mont—allow children to be abort-
ed at any point in this timeline.
    It is ostensibly true that in 
order to have an abortion after 
the twenty-fourth week in New 
York, during the third trimester in 
Virginia, or after the point of fetal 
viability in Rhode Island, a mother 
needs to demonstrate that the 
abortion is necessary to protect 
her life and health. But of course, 
while there are some medical pro-
cedures which may be necessary 
to preserve the life of a mother 
that may result in the abortion of a 
child still in the afflicted mother’s 
womb, an abortion procedure 
is never necessary to protect a 
mother’s life.
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Fashion and Hard Work

Initiatives

    It’s 1:04 a.m. and Stephanie 
Cardillo can’t sleep. Her reso-
lute and detail-oriented mind is 
dead-focused as she completes 
a sponsorship contact Excel 
spreadsheet for her upcoming 
Fashion Show Production class. 
To her, this research is pleas-
ant, even fun. Sleep will have 
its moment later.
    Being raised in an extremely 
close-knit community in the 
Bronx, Cardillo always had 
big dreams. Failure was not 
an option, and when it came 
to choosing a career path, she 
always followed success. Nurse, 
surgeon, doctor--these titles 
meant something. They were 
full of pride and ambition. 
However, there was one caveat: 
the uniform. In her enthusiastic 
and bubbly manner, Cardillo 
said, “I was always a girly girl.” 
Although Cardillo was unsure 
of exactly which vocation she 
would choose, she loved cloth-
ing and design. Fashion was a 
definite part of who she was.
    As she reached high school, 
Cardillo was certain that 
Marist College was the place to 
launch her enormous goals of 
establishing a name for herself 
within the fashion realm. She 
had a hunger for surrounding 
herself with artistic men and 
women and for discovering her 
formative identity. 
    “It felt like I was living in a 
routine at home and I needed a 
change. Entering college made 
me excited for new beginnings 
and to start a new chapter in 
my life,” Cardillo said.
    When it came time for a real 
opportunity, the Silver Needle 
Runway was top on her list. For 
the past 30 years, the Marist 

Fashion program has pro-
duced this event each spring. 
The Silver Needle has hosted 
over 2,500 guests, including 
production professionals and 
press. Students and faculty 
produce every aspect of this 
show, whether it be choreogra-
phy, construction of outfits, or 
adaptation of music playlists. 
To become involved with this 
event, candidates must apply 
and be accepted to the Fashion 
Show Production (FSP) class.
    As eager as Cardillo was for 
her interview in the winter of 
freshman year, she was unfor-
tunately informed that she did 
not make the class and would 
not hold a position on the team. 
This was merely a snag.
    “When I want something, I go 
for it. I never tell myself I can’t 
do something,” Cardillo said. 
With this demeanor, Cardillo 
became the Model Coordinator 
her sophomore year. She assist-
ed casting a professional model 
in New York City, formulated 
the hair and makeup concepts 
for the show, and planned 
several other details. “I always 
knew leading up to the day 
of the show that expectations 
would be high and my ability 
to perform would be tested. 
As one of the members on the 
Production team, it was my job 
to make sure that the run of 
show was executed flawlessly,” 
Cardillo said. 
    Happily wearing her headset 
and backstage access lanyard, 
waiting for the lights to dim 
low, Cardillo let the adrena-
line inside her run free as she 
called models to walk the stage. 
At the close of the fashion 
show, she felt an indescribable 
bliss and hoped event planning 
would be a part of her near 
future.

    Cardillo worked last summer 
at Henri Bendel, a retail com-
pany that is a part of L Brands. 
She took her skills from Marist 
and performed well as a hand-
bag-merchandising intern. As 
the summer came to an end, 
one of Cardillo’s team members 
informed her about a public re-
lations position with the 2018 
Victoria’s Secret Fashion Show. 
She applied as soon as possible. 
    “It was the toughest inter-
view I had. I really had to sell 
myself. I left it feeling really 
confident, and that following 
Monday, I got a call that I got 
the job,” Cardillo said.
    On her very first day, she 
arrived to an array of models 
and paparazzi flashing camer-
as outside her office building. 
“Everything I experienced that 
first day left me feeling excited 
to see what was to come next,” 
Cardillo said, elated. 
    From the first day with 
Victoria’s Secret, Cardillo was 
quickly launched in, working 
weekends and late nights, 
feeling more like a full-time 
employee than a college senior.
    Describing herself as an 
introverted extrovert, one who 
is outgoing yet reclusive in her 
personal attentions, Cardillo 
said, “From the start, I was 
so worried every day that my 
team didn’t like me and that I 
wasn’t doing well at my job. I 
would overthink everything.” 
Even with this internal battle, 
Cardillo’s daily behavior at-
tracts positivity. She is genuine 
and knows how to live for 
herself. She believes that every-
thing in her life has happened 
the way it was supposed to, 
which is the result of optimistic 
thinking and diligence. In the 
end, once the Victoria’s Secret 
Fashion Show was completed, 

BY MADELINE CASALINO
Contributor

the viewing party was over, and 
it was time to say her good-
byes, she felt a deep under-
standing that her efforts meant 
something.
    Cardillo  encourages young 
women and men to take advan-
tage of every chance in college. 
“Don’t be scared to be yourself. 
In order to be successful in the 
fashion industry, you need to 
be a go-getter and maintain 
a clear vision of your goals,” 
Cardillo said. 
    Passionate and detailed are 
surely elements that define 
Cardillo.  “You could find a 
bunch of things that don’t work 
together and she could create 
a masterpiece,” said longtime 
friend Sabrina Minafra. “She 
has a good eye like that.” While 
most college students decorate 
their space, Cardillo is me-
thodical, neatly lining up her 
collection of designer gift boxes 
across her desk with string 
lights, a timeline of priceless 
personal images, and custom-
ized blush and gold stationary. 
She handles everything with 
care.
    No matter if the road is com-
plicated and tiresome, Cardillo 
is reminded of an essential 
message from her mother, 
the main provider of endless 
support, “Continue to reach 
for the stars and never settle 
for anything less.” Whether it 
is helping friends decide on 
a fearless outfit for dinner or 
being production director for 
the upcoming Silver Needle 
Fashion Show, she is on the 
move to bigger things. 
    “From the first day walking 
into my fashion class, I felt like 
I belong here and I still do until 
this day.”

Photo by Madeline Casalino

   On Feb. 12, 2019, the Marist 
EMS program will be put into 
effect.  Students in the pro-
gram will assist Marist Safe-
ty and Security officers in an 
emergency situation.  For in-
stance, in an emergency sit-
uation, instead of calling an 
ambulance first, security will 
go to evaluate and see if the 
ambulance needs to be called.

Recently, the Student Govern-
ment Association restructured 
its Constitution and By-Laws 
to transition into a represen-
tative government.  There are 
now 11 new specialized posi-
tions based on student inter-
est, which students may run 
for.

In early March, bikes will be 
installed on campus that can 
be used by students to get 
from point A to point B.  Stu-
dents wanting to use the bikes 
will need a Marist ID to swipe 
out a bike.

Lamppost banners are also be-
ing installed on campus paths 
and streets in March.

    Prep/pep will be made 
available in Health Services 
in the near future.  Prep/pep 
is basically birth control but 
for HIV.  Students may take it 
regularly so that they aren’t as 
susceptible to HIV.

    Priority points have been 
under review to go under ref-
ormation.

    Please look out for more 
information regarding SGA 
elections in early March.  Get 
ready to cast your vote and 
good luck to all candidates!

-  MSA
-  STARR
-  NRF
-  RED FOX 
   FILMS

A           Note
From            SGA

Clubs
 Chartered 

in 2018
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WWOOF in the Hudson Valley

MARIST CIRCLE  LIFESTYLES

Photo by Raphael Beretta

    The search for meaning and purpose 
at the end of a major life phase proves 
daunting. For many, it is far easier to 
walk across a commencement stage than 
to step off it. Without a concrete plan in 
place, where can one turn? Utterances of 
the phrase “gap year” are often met with 
disapproval. Self-discovery is stigma-
tized as wasteful meandering through 
integral periods of life. 
    Joining Worldwide Opportunities 
of Organic Farms may offer the right 
blend of novelty and genuine opportu-
nity for those feeling lost. “Coppard’s 
Land Army,” nicknamed by agriculture 
magazine SEED writer Michael Allaby 
after its founder Sue Coppard, grants 
over 100,000 people around the world a 
glimpse into a different style of living.
    Inhabitants of more than 100 coun-
ties have participated in the practice, 
registering themselves and their farm 
as official “hosts” through WWOOF’s 
website. Tenant farming for the Airbnb 
generation, membership to WWOOF 
enables volunteers to travel with only 
the limits of time they are willing to 
spend on each farm, tending to be small 
and independent entities. Periods of stay 
expanded to several months from the 
original weekend idea. Hosts instruct on 
the practices of organic farming. Guests 
learn through experience. Equal parts 
vacation, part-time job, and education-
al venture, WWOOF presents a truly 
unique opportunity.
    Coppard’s clever bartering with a 
farmer in rural England established the 
first WWOOF trip in 1971. She, a secre-
tary with sparse agricultural experience, 
and three of her friends spent the week-
end enjoying the serenity of the British 
landscape without cost, paying instead 
with their labor--clearing brambles, 
weeding, and other efforts. With farmers 
eager to attain free workers, word of 
mouth quickly spread the idea across 
the British countryside, and eventually 
to the rest of the world. 
    The global phenomenon has a large 
presence in the Hudson Valley, offering 
college students residing here week-
end getaways or a place to stay during 
breaks in between semesters. Depend-
ing on the farm, guests can stay as little 
as one night or up to several months 

volunteering.
    Dense fog along curving mountain 
trails marks the path to Clove Valley 
CSA of High Falls, N.Y. The voyage takes 
travelers just past the tourist-pleasing 
Mohonk Mountain House near the artist 
haven of New Paltz, N.Y. Hilly back roads 
lead to High Falls, a quaint Hamlet fea-
turing a few art galleries, a few grocery 
stores, and a lot of land. Clove Valley 
takes advantage of the fertile plains of 
the Ulster slice of the Hudson Valley to 
grow organic vegetables. 
    Upon arrival at Clove Valley CSA, 
volunteers are greeted with sights 
characteristic of local ragtag rebel farms; 
the science of agriculture is more of 
an art here. Thin driveways riddled 
with rotund gullies attack the tires on 
low-suspension cars. Hand-painted signs 
say “SLOW PLEASE,” “CAREFUL,” and 
“WELCOME.”
    The ivory-white facade of the arching 
gray-roofed farmhouse, one of several 
places volunteers sleep, sets a plain rus-
tic vibe--a subtle, authentic, non-HGTV 
version of a rustic aesthetic. Adjacent 
stands a silo adorned with a mosaic 
of autumn-harvest-colored tiles, with 
long-dead ivy winding toward the dome 
that tops it. Before it are two more signs: 
“PARK AROUND BACK” and “NO DOGS 
OFF LEASH,” with an emerald-green felt 
chair laying on its side. The greenhouse 
to the left is sheltered by translucent 
tarp and thin two-by-four wood beams. 
A few dilapidated sheds surround a 
small area for parking in the back. Vast 
land surrounds this sole complex of 
structures. 
    The first time Aileah Kvashay, the head 
of operations at Clove Valley, made the 
drive, she herself was a volunteer. A 
two-year “vision quest to find [herself], 
or something along those lines,” ended 
here, Kvashay said. 
    Her responsibilities were simple, 
trivial, and routine. Pull weeds. Feed the 
animals. Clean around the house. Repair 
the fence if it gets damaged by livestock. 
Assist the host in planting and harvest-
ing. The fundamentals of organic farm-
ing were instilled in her, as she observed 
the healing abilities the tranquil lifestyle 
possessed. 
    Kvashay made the drive up the moun-
tain pass of Ulster County, N.Y. not to 
gaze upon the glorious lookout, but to 

reach labor at a farm on the other side. 
Toby Stover, owner of one of the many 
farms in the region, was offering a spot. 
The fit was natural, the work was peace-
ful, and the school of Suny New Paltz 
presented a unique opportunity to attain 
a coveted Master’s degree. She received 
a lease from the owner to manage the 
farm. 
    For nine years, Kvashay has made the 
drive over the mountain as a resident, 
one lieutenant of Coppard’s army of 
small-time farmers leading the revolt 
against goliath agricultural corporations. 
She opened up her quarters to WWOOF-
ers without a moment’s hesitation.

    WWOOFers reside in the main farm-
house, outside in teepees or on tent 
platforms, in RVs if they utilize them for 
transportation, and in the lot’s former 
pottery studio: one of the sheds. 
“People are enthusiastic--I make the 
schedule very clear. Some farmers tell 
their volunteers ‘Eh, go out for four 
hours, do whatever.’ I manage the ses-
sions of weeding, harvesting, irrigation 
work, greenhouse care...it’s more engag-
ing to work together as a team,” Kvashay 
said. Although she maintains a general 
structure, every day is different. 

    Clove Valley produces curly, dino, and 
Russian kales, chard, broccoli, mus-
tard greens, beets, parsely, spinach, 12 
varieties of tomatoes and peppers, egg-
plants, melons, squashes, and bok choy, 
as well as an array of perennial flowers, 
herbs, and tea plants. Some WWOOFers 
have remained for nearly two years, 
breaking during the short winter 
months while the farm lay dormant. 
    Volunteers engage in community 
service through WWOOF. A neighbor-
ing farm in New Paltz, N.Y. donates 
30-50,000 pounds of food each year to 
People’s Place, the largest food pantry 
in Ulster County. Billiam van Roesten-
berg, the owner of Liberty View Farm 
and head of the pantry, strives to spark 
change in the lives of his volunteers.
    “I try to help them figure out their 
life as well. Last year, I paid for one of 
my WWOOFers to go back to school. He 
was very intelligent and was forced to 
drop out of college. I got him a car, and 
he went to Ulster County Community 
College,” van Roestenberg said.
    Musicians, artists, and writers 
compose a substantial portion of the 
WWOOF volunteer community. A Chil-
ean volunteer taught her host tradi-
tional Latin guitar along with his native 
tongue, a vital communicative skill for 
a frequent host of Spanish travelers. An 
artist, Sam Leibert, converted an old 
outhouse at Clove Valley into an eight-
by-eight art gallery titled EUREKA! 
Installations and events by emerging 
artists coincide with seasonal change 
and harvests on the farm.
     “It mirrors WWOOF in many ways. 
Bringing in people from outside com-
munities in order to build new ones, 
super low-stress, all about having fun 
and learning and experimenting. There 
is a constant ebbing flow coming in and 
out of [these farms],” Leibert said.
    Many of Kvashay’s volunteers have 
grown to become her best friends. 
Cooperation and support is bounti-
ful within the network of indepen-
dent organic farmers in neighboring 
counties. “A significant aspect of the 
experience is to see people transform, 
change, come alive, find their passions, 
experience the world in a new light,” 
Kvashay said.

BY RAPHAEL BERETTA
Lifestyles Editor

"Bringing
    in   people
    from
    outside
    communities
    in order to
    build new
   ones"
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TV Review: “You”
The Romantic Drama No One Expected

BY KRISTEN CONTI
Staff Writer

 
    What begins as an accurate 
representation of modern dating 
in the age of social media quickly 
takes a jaw-dropping turn to reveal 
the manifestation of a sociopathic 
man with a love obsession. 
    You takes place in modern day 
New York City from the perspec-
tive of a man named Joe Gold-
berg, a charming yet seemingly 
normal book clerk. In his early to 
mid-twenties, Joe, like most single 
people his age, is desperately look-
ing for love, or at least something 
that resembles it, to fill the void in 
his life. And sure enough, one day 
to his disbelief, the perfect woman 
walks into the bookstore and he is 
immediately hooked. 
    He examines and reexamines 
every single detail of her appear-
ance: her movement, her choice 
of books, and even the sound that 
her bracelets make on her wrist as 

she grazes her fingers across the 
spines of books. Smitten by her 
beauty and decision to buy Paula 
Fox’s Desperate Characters as her 
new read, Joe knows that he has 
found his next target--and not in 
the sweet, romantic way you might 
think. 
    She introduces herself. “I’m 
Guinevere Beck, but everybody 
calls me Beck.” And Joe does the 
same. “I’m Joe, everybody calls me 
Joe.” Right then and there, he knew 
his humor set things off to the 
right start. 
    Luckily, once their encounter 
was over, Joe had her full name, 
and once his shift ended, he im-
mediately resorted to his laptop 
back home in order to do the royal 
social media background check. 
But this was not just any Face-
book stalking. Joe quite literally 
unraveled Beck’s life in the span of 
a few minutes. He used a reverse 
Google image search on her latest 
Instagram post to find out where 

she lives and where she works, 
and by the next morning, Joe was 
up bright and early, standing on 
the opposite side of the street of 
Beck’s apartment building, ready 
to follow and learn everything 
there is to know about her.
    Now, we are going to run into 
some spoilers, so continue with 
discretion. As Joe continues to 
invest all of his time and effort into 
figuring out Beck to make sure she 
will be good for him, he encoun-
ters a few obstacles in regard to 
her friends and the current man 
she is seeing. 
    With love as Joe’s primary focus, 
he intends to do everything he 
can to keep Beck both safe and 
happy, even if that means cutting 
out the people in her life that he 
believes are bad for her. And when 
I say cutting out, I literally mean 
he kills them. Joe, though seem-
ingly thoughtful on the outside, is 
psychotic. He is a man exhibiting 
sociopathic behavior to the fullest 

degree. 
    His so-called “love” for Beck 
turns him into an obsessive and 
compulsive lunatic, a patholog-
ical liar, and eventually a faux 
boyfriend to Beck herself. Yes, I 
know it is completely ridiculous. 
Eventually, he actually does begin 
to date Beck. But of course, she has 
no intuition of his affairs or any-
thing other than the fact that he is 
a charming, low maintenance, and 
overall just a very normal guy who 
works at the corner bookstore and 
lives in a one-bedroom apartment 
downtown. 
    The show plays a bit with your 
head, I must say. Sometimes you 
actually feel sympathy for Joe 
because part of his background is 
revealed. You see why he became 
the way that he is, but then again, 
that is no excuse for his insane 
behavior. And then other times, 
the show takes a complete 180 and 
leaves you wanting to delete your 
Facebook, Instagram, and every 

possible app that can allow people 
to stalk you. 
    It is an emotional roller coaster, 
but I find it to be so very rele-
vant to our current social media 
climate. In fact, maybe it is good 
that someone finally made a series 
about how people who seem ordi-
nary can actually be psychopaths. 
Love can be a lie, and catfishing is 
very real. 
    It’s about time that social me-
dia’s potentials are questioned. We 
live in a world where it is normal 
to Google search a person after 
meeting them and it is acceptable 
to judge someone based on what 
they choose to post for others to 
see. That’s just the way we choose 
to live. But how often do we take 
for granted the luxuries of social 
media and forget the endless 
possibilities of anguish they can 
cause? 

BY LEE RUSSO
Staff Writer 

 
  
    Dragon Ball Super: Broly is a 
phenomenon in action, humor, and 
suspense that reminds audiences 
of why they love this long-lasting 
sci-fi action anime franchise. This 
latest Dragon Ball, produced by 
Toei Animation (Sailor Moon, One 
Piece and Dragon Ball Z), is a direct 
sequel to the recent anime, Dragon 
Ball Super.
     It has been a long time since 
a movie has made my jaw drop, 
and upon viewing it in the movie 
theater, my jaw dropped every five 
minutes.
    The Dragon Ball is in the top 10 
most-grossing media franchises 
of all time, and the original manga 
is the 2nd best-selling Japanese 
comic series ever made. Dragon 
Ball has been an influence to the 
world since its original publica-
tion in 1984. Just last year the 
titular protagonist, Son Goku, was 
given his own float in the Macy’s 
Thanksgiving Day Parade. This 
new movie reignited why I loved 
Dragon Ball in ways that I hadn’t 

felt since Dragon Ball Z.
    With the story, screenplay and 
character designs crafted by 
original Dragon Ball creator and 
manga industry veteran, Akira 
Toriyama, as well as the return of 
the legendary Funimation English 
dub cast of Sean Schemmel (Goku) 
and Chris Sabat (Vegeta and Pic-
colo), it was shaping up to be the 
best Dragon Ball’s been since the 
90s. This alone would have sold 
any Dragon Ball fan into buying a 
ticket, but with the return of one of 
the series’ most popular charac-
ters, Broly, this quickly revived the 
nationwide sensation that Dragon 
Ball Z was when it first aired. 
    The movie takes place directly 
after the latest Dragon Ball anime 
that ended last year, Dragon Ball: 
Super, and reboots the story at the 
end of the Saiyan race. The reboot 
ended up fleshing out a lot of what 
had happened in the previous film, 
however with a more unfortunate 
beginning to the characters of 
Goku, Vegeta, and Broly. This new 
origin has helped the characters 
of Bardok and King Vegeta, the 
respective fathers of Goku and 
Vegeta, in ways I wasn’t expecting. 

It provided more insight into both 
of these fathers and how both of 
their most insignificant actions 
had an almost chain reaction, 
affecting the series of Dragon Ball 
as a whole. 
    The character of Broly, him-
self, has been a favorite among 
fans since his appearance in the 
non-canon Dragon Ball Z films, but 
this movie marks his first canon 
appearance in the Dragon Ball 
timeline.
     What I found so fascinating 
about Broly is the difference 
between him and the other Dragon 
Ball villains. Frieza was the charis-
matic but cruel, racist ruler of his 
own private army who took great 
pleasure in exterminating anyone 
who so much as annoyed him, 
while Cell was this imposing mon-
ster who believed the only true 
way to prove his own perfection 
was to exterminate all life in the 
universe.
    But Broly is very different. Broly 
is another Saiyan (like Goku and 
Vegeta) who has had to survive 
a harsh, barren wasteland of a 
planet for his entire life, and when 
he’s taken off it, he becomes an an-

imal of his chain for the first time. 
Never having the chance to use 
his full power or to truly express 
his desires or emotions proper-
ly before, he lets loose a deeply 
hidden whirlpool of rage, the likes 
of which shatter the ground under 
his feet. This is both incredible to 
watch while also making you sym-
pathize with him in ways I wasn’t 
expecting.
    Speaking of ground under feet, 
the amount of work gone into 
the animation left me breathless. 
Without spoiling anything, it’s 
incredible to witness the terrain 
change so drastically over the 
course of the film, symbolizing 
the rise in power of the fighters 
as they push each other to their 
limits. Anyone who’s familiar with 
Dragon Ball Z knows how most 
fights take place in the canyon so 
it was a nice change of pace seeing 
a fight take place in the Arctic. Not 
only that, but each energy blast, 
each punch, each block was made 
to feel powerful, heavy and with 
such force that I was more worried 
for whoever was on the receiving 
end rather than who should be 
winning.

     If you’re coming into this ex-
pecting something like Infinity War 
or Black Panther, you’ll be sorely 
disappointed. But if you have any 
love for Dragon Ball, this movie 
will hit you with a wave of nostal-
gia like a Kamehameha. Dragon 
Ball Super: Broly is a masterpiece 
in animation and action that 
reignited everything about why I 
love this sci-fi action anime from 
Japan. You can tell that everything 
from its fight scenes, to its build 
up, to its characters and comedy 
was made with passion, love, and 
respect from everyone working 
on it.
    Having only the smallest of 
nitpicks concerning its conclusion, 
it is still without a doubt the best 
Dragon Ball movie, filled with ac-
tion, suspense and bits of comedy 
here and there. If you can, I highly 
recommend checking this out in 
theaters because there’s nothing 
quite like seeing a room full of 
people cheer and clap whenever 
Goku or Vegeta go Super Saiyan.

Film Review: Dragon Ball Super: Broly

MARIST CIRCLE ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Image Courtesy of Netflix
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Dia:Beacon - Surreal Dimensions

BY ARINA NOVAK
Staff Writer 

 
    Are you looking for a hipster 
retreat or a break from your 
studies? Grab your camera and 
an oversized sweater to catch 
a train from Poughkeepsie 
Station to Beacon: it’s time 
to visit Dia! If you present a 
Marist ID, your admission will 
be only $12 including a map of 
the space and a cool entrance 
tag. Even though I am an Art 
History major and happen to 
be acquainted with specifics of 
contemporary art, the motto of 
my visit to Dia this past Sunday 
was that you might need to be 
interested in art to understand 
it, but you do not need to be an 
expert to experience it. All you 
need to do is to open your eyes 
and appreciate the new visual 
vocabulary that was crafted 
for you by the leading artists of 
our age. 
    Dia:Beacon is a part of Dia 
Art Foundation that mainly 
exhibits contemporary art 
from the period of the 1960s 
and 70s, grasping the leading 
representatives of Minimalism, 

MARIST CIRCLE ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Post-Minimalism, Abstract 
Expressionism, Pop Art, and 
more. Residing in the historic 
part of Hudson Valley, Dia cat-
alyzes change, reshaping the 
conservative identity of the 
region and attracting a sub-
stantial flow of tourists and 
locals. It is not a traditional 
museum space where you look 
for a bench to land on and ob-
serve a centuries-old painting 
while resting your legs from 
the exhausting tour. At Dia, 
you get to saturate yourself in 
the celebration of visual and 
physical experience by taking 
an initiative to interact with 
the medium, scale, and format 
of the art displayed in almost 
surreal dimensions.  
    The top three artworks that 
I suggest to visit are Rich-
ard Serra’s Torqued Ellipse 
waterproof steel sculptures 
(1996-2000) [pictured above], 
Francois Morellet’s No End 
Neon (1990/2017) installation 
[bottom right], and Louise 
Bourgeois’s Crouching Spider 
(2003) [bottom left]. 
    As you enter Serra’s gallery, 
you draw yourself into an im-

mersive, literal, and interactive 
presentation of four Torqued 
Ellipse sculptures that are lined 
up in the elongated space that 
used to be a railways depot 
back in the day when Dia was 
a factory. The warm, dappled 
light coming from the cleresto-
ry casts upon the steel surface 
of the monumental elliptical 
sculptures. Despite their scale, 
you get a feeling of movement 
as if it was a parade of cargo 
boats approaching the open 
waters. The sculptures pro-
mote the relationship between 
opticality and physicality of the 
object in space. The sculptures’ 
placement in the relatively nar-
row gallery instills the sense 
of power inviting the viewer to 
explore their internal struc-
ture. Walking inside of the steel 
carcasses made me shiver; I 
was situated in the physical 
space with its enormous interi-
or pushing down on me. Due to 
this visual effect, the sculptures 
become optically enlarged, 
therefore ultimately enhancing 
their monumentality. 
    I was getting goosebumps 
all over my body as I walked 

through the mesmerizing, yet 
remote installation No End 
Neon by Francois Morellet with 
neon tubes scattered amidst 
the columnar, hypostyle space. 
The setting hypothetically 
could be utilized as an ‘Insta-
grammable spot’ or as a play-
ground for hide and seek, as I 
noticed my friend’s little sister 
peeking from the side of the 
concrete shaft; however, it is 
essential to follow the original 
guidelines of the artist, where 
he stated how to walk through 
the immersive space systemat-
ically. The natural light source 
is reduced to the minimum to 
intensify the hazy, neon glow 
illuminating the path to the 
exit at the end of the hall. It 
feels incredibly isolated and 
existential as if you are placed 
inside of an escape room with 
one and only one path that is 
mandatory to walk. 
    The attic level displays the 
collection of sculptures by an 
American-French female artist 
Louise Bourgeois who designed 
a spider monument made of 
bronze, black and polished 
patina, and stainless steel. With 
the compelling union between 

strong materials and scale, the 
spider appears vicious and 
threatening, yet unexpectedly 
elegant. While looking at the 
sculpture, you should recall 
the image of the eight-legged 
monstrous creatures that you 
see in the sci-fi movies to have 
a sense of reality because you 
are standing right in front of 
it. The Spider appears massive, 
occupying the majority of the 
exhibition display. However, 
there is something fragile 
about it having to deal with 
the sense of protection and 
guarding of its personal space 
constituted inside of the com-
pact showroom. 
    Dia:Beacon is a true discov-
ery for anyone at Marist! No 
matter of your relation to art, 
you could find it appealing to 
your senses from the perspec-
tive of a viewer. Get out and see 
for yourself! 
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Super Bowl LIII 
Boycotted

  Super Bowl LIII took place Feb. 3, 
2019, between the New England 

Patriots and the Los Angeles Rams. 
However, this year’s game was not 
as warmly received as it has been 
in the past. Several celebrities de-
cided to boycott the Super Bowl to 
show their support for former NFL 

quarterback Colin Kaepernick. 
    The Twitter stand began by film 
director Ava Duvernay, saying on 
Sunday:
    “I will not be a spectator, viewer 
or supporter of the #Super Bowl 
today in protest of the @NFL’s 
racist treatment of @Kaepernick7 
and its ongoing disregard for the 
health (and) well-being of all its 
players. To watch the game is to 
compromise my beliefs. It’s not 
worth it. #ImWithKap.” 
    Other celebrities that expressed 
their support using the hashtag 
#ImWithKap included Nick 
Cannon, Common, LeBron James, 
Rosanna Arquette, Chamillionaire, 
Jaylen Brown, and Kevin Durant.
    Billboard confirmed in Sep-
tember that Maroon 5 was set to 
perform during the halftime show 
for Super Bowl LIII, along with 
appearances by Travis Scott and 
Big Boi. However, a plethora of 
other performers turned down the 
opportunity to stand in solidar-
ity with Kaepernick. Those who 

MARIST CIRCLE SPORTS

turned down the opportunity in-
cluded P!nk, Rihanna, and Cardi B. 
    In her speech during the MTV 
VMAs in 2017, Cardi B discussed 
her consistent support for Kaeper-
nick saying, “Colin Kaepernick, 
as long as you kneel with us, we 
gonna be standing for you, baby.” 
    However, more than just celeb-
rities and athletes boycotted the 
game. Since 2010, the average 
number of viewers in the United 
States has been very inconsistent. 
According to Statista in 2015, 
there was an average of  114.4 
million, in 2016 there was 111.9, 
2017 was 111.3, and 2018 there 
was a reported average of 103.4 
million viewers. 
    Super Bowl LIII is estimated to 
have garnered just less than 100 
million viewers.
   According to a report from CNN, 
about 45 percent of households in 
the United States were watching 
the game, whereas last year’s game 
had about 47.5 percent of house-
holds viewing. 
    It is hard to say if the drop was 
due to boycotts or the game itself.
    Time will tell whether the view-
ership decline will have a strong 
enough impact on the NFL for the 
organization to make a change in 
their decision regarding Kaeper-
nick and the controversy of kneel-
ing during the national anthem. 

Image by SuperBowlNation.com

Men’s Basketball Supports 
LGBTQ+ Community on  

Pride Night
By Mike Minardi

Sports Editor
 
    On Thursday, January 31, mem-
bers of the Poughkeepsie commu-
nity came together to support the 
LGBTQ+ community at Marist’s 
second annual Pride Night during 
the men’s team’s home basketball 
game against Iona.
    Justin Corcoran, the Academic 
Advisor of Student-Athlete En-
hancement, described the event as 
a collaboration between the Center 
for Student-Athlete Enhancement 
and the LGBTQ+ Sub-Committee 
of the Diversity Council, as well as 
the on-campus group Fox Pride.
    “The idea behind it was a mes-
sage of inclusion,” Corcoran said, 
“but really it comes down to the 
idea of visibility.” 
    The men’s team ran through 
their warm-ups donning shirts 
with the phrase “Marist Ally,” 
and President Yellen gave a quick 
speech before the game began. 
There were also tables at both 
entrances at which fans could 
write their signatures and pledge 
to be an ally and to respect people 
of all races, genders, and sexual 
orientations.
    Corcoran is also involved in Ath-
lete Ally, a national organization 

that promotes equality for stu-
dent-athletes of all backgrounds. 
Marist recently launched its own 
chapter of Athlete Ally, and while 
it is still in its infancy, the organi-
zation plans to gain prominence 
through workshops and events like 
Pride Night.
    While Marist (8-13, 3-6 MAAC) 
fell to their divisional rivals, Iona, 
in last year’s Pride Night matchup, 
the outcome of this year’s game 
was far different. The Red Foxes 
dominated the floor for most of 
the game; they led the Iona Gaels 
(7-13, 5-4 MAAC) by 14 points at 
halftime. The Gaels managed to 
trim the lead down to single digits 
as the second half came to a close. 
Rickey McGill was able to knock 
down two crucial free throws, and 
a clutch three-pointer from Ben 
Perez cut the Gaels’ deficit to just 2 
points. Iona’s scoring run came too 
late, and they did not have enough 
time to build a lead from their late-
game momentum. In the end, the 
scoreboard read 78-74, and Marist 
walked away with their eighth 
victory of the season. 
    Marist held the lead for the 
entire second half, and they were 
able to secure a victory through 
solid team play and accurate 
shooting. While Isaiah Lamb led 
the team with 15 points, four other 

Red Foxes were able to put up dou-
ble-digits in the scoring column. 
Darius Hines and Aleksandar Dozic 
both scored 14 points, and Ryan 
Funk put up 11 points, 6 of which 
came from the free-throw line. 
The Red Foxes also shot a remark-
able 45 percent from beyond the 
three-point line. Their accuracy 
from the field made up for their 
shaky ball security. Marist turned 
the ball over 16 times, and they 
allowed Iona to score 23 points off 
of turnovers. 
    According to GoRedFoxes.com, 
this was Marist’s first home victory 
against Iona since 2008. “We’re 
really happy,” Marist head coach 
John Dunne said. “It’s been a while 
since we’ve beaten Iona here, 
so I’m really proud of the guys.” 
Marist will host the Fairfield Stags 
this Saturday, and Dunne wants to 
promote strong team play in the 
team’s next outing. 
    “We’re understanding it takes 
all of us to win, whether you start, 
finish, come off the bench,” he said. 
Hopefully, we can improve upon 
this on Saturday.”

Women’s Basketball Practice Squad Utilizes 
Non-Athletes

BY JACK MCELDUFF
Sports Editor

 
    The Marist College women’s 
basketball team has enjoyed 
almost constant success since 
being established as a varsity sport 
in 2001, and one reason for that 
might be having the added benefit 
of practicing against their oppo-
nent, even if their opponent isn’t 
actually in the gym. 
    That’s where the team’s practice 
squad comes in. Their role is cru-
cial in the team’s ability to win, but 
one might be surprised to know 
that the practice squad consists 
entirely of ordinary students.
    Practice squad member Andrew 

Sahawneh ‘19 gave an inside look 
at what goes on each day.
    “An average day looks like play-
ing a variety of different defenses, 
emulating the other team’s play, 
and really just trying to prepare 
them,” Sahawneh said. 
    As coaches gain access to game 
film from opponents, it’s on the 
practice squad to do the best job 
they can of performing the other 
team’s offensive sets and defensive 
tendencies. Drew Whiteley ‘20 
explained more of the day-to-day 
occurrences.
    “We are assigned to play as a 
certain player from the team of 
their upcoming game,” Whiteley 
said. “We” have to embody that 

player’s tendencies on offense 
when we run through their offen-
sive sets.”
    Eddie Whitman ‘20, who also 
has a spot on the squad, noted the 
appealing nature of continuing 
to play the sport, albeit not as a 
varsity athlete. 
    “I love playing on the practice 
squad. The players and coaches 
are great and I know we all have a 
great time at practices,” Whitman 
said. “For all of us, our basketball 
player careers are over but we 
enjoying playing the game and 
helping out the team.”
    The squad is no small commit-
ment. Practicing anywhere from 
three to five days a week, and two 

hours each day, they’ve parceled 
out plenty of time for the team. 
According to Sahawneh, however, 
the time is enjoyable.
    “The girls are awesome, the 
coaches are cool,” Sahawneh said. 
“It’s nice to think we have an im-
pact on the program.”
    23 games into the season, the 
Red Foxes are sitting pretty at 16-7 
heading into Thursday night’s 
matchup with the Manhattan 
Jaspers. The final stretch run of the 
season before the MAAC tourna-
ment will be a crucial one for the 
team, and the practice squad is 
gearing up as well, according to 
Whitman. 
    “We just want to help them get 

better every day so they can win 
a MAAC Championship,” Whitman 
said. 
    These three team members also 
offered some advice to someone 
considering joining the squad.
    “Play good defense and always 
bring the energy,” Whiteley said. 
“Do what the coaches tell you to 
do.”
    Sahawneh agreed, citing the 
importance of compliance during 
practice. “Work hard, have fun, and 
be versatile,” Sahawneh said. “Do 
your job, do what you’re told, and 
they’ll appreciate you.”

BY HANNAH KIRK
Managing Editor
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MARIST CIRCLE SPORTS

MEN’S BASKETBALL
February  4

78 - 71
Next game: Friday February 8th vs. Niagara University

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
February  1

Next game: Thursday February 7th at Manhattan College

WOMEN’S TENNIS

0 - 7
Next match: Saturday February 9th at Colgate College

MEN’S TENNIS

5 - 2
Next match: Saturday February 9th at Colgate University

WOMEN’S WATER POLO

7 - 11

MEN’S & WOMEN’S TRACK & F IELD

Gaye
Mooney
Ronan

Kr i shnan
& Zeng

Ran PRs  a t  Met ropol i tan  Championsh ips  in
Sta ten  I s land,  NY

Next meet: Valentine Invitational at Boston University, Friday Feb 8th

Next match: SAturday February 9th vs UC San Diego

73 - 58

February  3

February  2

February  2

February  1


