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THE NEW JIM  CROW
Michelle Alexander-civil rights

 lawyer, advocate and legal 
scholar visited Marist
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BY MICHAEL CONWAY
Sports Editor

The Marist College athletic 
department has confirmed John 
Dunne of Saint Peter’s College as 
the new men’s head basketball 
coach. Dunne will be the 12th head 
coach in Marist basketball history. 

Dunne headed the Saint 
Peter’s Peacocks from 2006-2018 
where he took home the  Metro At-
lantic Athletic Conference (MAAC) 
conference championship in 2010-
2011 and made an appearance 
in that year’s NCAA tournament. 
Dunne finished out the 2017-2018 
season with a 14-18 record and a 
career coaching record of 153-225.

With the release of former 
head coach, Michael Maker, on 
March 5, the athletic department 
announced his replacement in a 
press release Tuesday. 

Marist Students Attend 
New York March For Our Lives

BY ALYSSA HURLBURT
President & Editor-in-Chief

Marist Hires 
Saint Peter’s 
John Dunne 
as Men’s Head 
Basketball 
Coach

As 18-year-old Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas shooting survivor Emma 
González delivered a tearful speech at 
the March for Our Lives in Washington 
D.C. March 24, thousands of supporters 
in New York joined González and her 
compatriots in mobilizing efforts to 
support tighter gun control measures.

Nearly 200,000 gathered in 
New York City, armed with an array 
of humorous, clever, or downright 
tragic signs to protest gun violence. 
Children, students, parents, teachers, 
former-military personnel, and gun 
owners alike called upon lawmakers to 
pass stricter gun legislation.

Among the NYC protesters
was Marist student Tess Carcaldi ‘19, 
who marched in honor of her home-
town, Newtown, Conn., and her former 
elementary school, Sandy Hook. “[San-
dy Hook] was a place I loved as a kid-
-and now that it’s gone as a result of 
gun violence, as well as the innocence 
of the children who attended school 
on that tragic day, I can’t sit back and 
just continue to watch this happen,” 
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CIRCLE
Employees honored at the Marist Din-

ing  Services Appreciation Day

MARIST COLLEGE STRUGGLES TO INCREASE

ECONOMIC DIVERSITY
BY BRIAN EDSAL

Managing Editor 

College affordability has be-
come a leading topic of debate 
in the United States. As college 
tuition increases, low-income 
families struggle to support 
the costs of higher education.

The New York Times College 
Access Index analyzes colleges 
and universities in the United 
States with a five-year graduation 
rate of at least 75 percent. Marist 
College was among the 171 insti-
tutions to make the selective list.

The College Access Index ad-
dresses institutional commitment 
to economic diversity based on a 
combination of the number of low-
er and middle-income students at 
a particular college and the price 
that college charges these students.

According to the NYT, The 
College Access Index is “a com-
bination of a college’s Pell grad-
uates and net price, compared 
with the average school. The in-
dex is based on the net price for 
both the $48,000-to-$75,000 
income range shown and the 
$30,000-to-$48,000 income range.” 

A college with an average
score on the two measures in com-
bination will receive a one. Scores 
above one indicate the most ef-
fort. Marist College ranks 164 out 
of 171 schools, scoring a 0.52.

The New York Times also
analyzed economic diversity 
and student outcomes at univer-
sities across the United States. 
According to this report, the 
median family income of a stud-
ent from Marist is $148,900.

About 7 percent of students 
at Marist are from the top 1 per-
cent (families that make $630,000 
per year or more) – ranking them 
19 out of 614 selective private 
colleges and 138 of 2,395 col-
leges in the U.S. in this category.

About 70 of Marist students 
come from the top 20 percent 
(families that make $110,000 or 
more per year) – ranking the col-
lege 5 out of 614 selective pri-
vate colleges and 53 of 2,395 col-

leges in the U.S. in this category.
In contrast, about 3 percent 

of students come from the bottom 
20 percent (families that make 
$20,000 or less per year) – rank-
ing the college 570 of 614 selective 
private colleges and 2,297 of 2,395 
colleges in the U.S. in this category.

“Pell-eligible students, who are 
the neediest students coming out 
of high school, are certainly a pri-
ority for us,” said Sean Kaylor, vice 
president for enrollment, market-
ing and communication at Marist.

Marist’s percentage of Pell-eli-
gible students has hovered around 
14 percent over the last five years, 
according to Kaylor. Most colleges 
rely partially on the institution’s 
endowment to provide financial 
aid and support for lower-income 
students. Vassar College – a private 
college located in Poughkeepsie 
– ranks 11 on the NYT College Ac-
cess Index. Vassar’s endowment as 
of 2016 was about $928.8 million. 

Marist’s endowment as 
of 2016 was about $56.5 mil-
lion, the sixth smallest out of 
the 171 institutions featured - a 
result of Marist’s young roots. 

Continues Page 2 >>>>

For The Record Garners 
600 People At Its Opening

    For The Record is a Marist Circle ini-
tiative designed to showcase students 
around campus with inspiring and com-
pelling stories. This year, the project fea-
tured 50 stories, and the gallery exhibi-
tion took place in the Murray Student 
Center, running from Thursday, March 
22 through Wednesday, March 28. Coor-
dinated by Executive Director Goodman 
Lepota, Editorial Director Tara Guaima-
no, and Creative Director Chun Li ‘Ken” 
Huang, the opening night of For The 
Record garnered about 600 attendees. 

Lepota, Guaimano, and Huang 
worked with 11 editorial associ-
ates: Raphael Beretta, Madeline 
Casalino, Isabella Duenas-Lozada, 
Brian Edsall, Sarah Franzetti, Emily 
Hollenbach, Carly Horowitz, Alyssa 
Hurlbut, Hannah Kirk, Madison Zoey 
Vettorino, and Alexandria Watts. 
Moira Margolis worked as a Creative 
Associate, Marcos Guerrero worked 
as the Head Videographer, and Jo-
seph Kopp was the Strategy Director. 

Continues Page 4>>>>

BY HANNAH KIRK
         Opinion Editor
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“Unlike schools with huge en-
dowments, we just don’t have the 
means to fully meet the need of ev-
ery student,” Kaylor said. “We have 
a limited aid budget, and we try to 
distribute that as best as possible...
but there’s certainly students who 
we aren’t able to help enough.”

“It is a top priority for me go-
ing forward to increase that endow-
ment,” said David Yellen, president 
of Marist College. “I’m not satisfied 
with where we stand on the percent 
of demonstrated-need covered. We 
want to be more diverse socio-eco-
nomically, among other ways.”

Moreover, public and private 
institutions differ tremendously 
in terms of funding. Most public 
institutions are funded by state 
governments, thus lowering the 
cost of tuition – especially for in-
state students. In contrast, private 
institutions rely heavily on tuition 
and private contributions, causing 
tuition rates to be much higher.

According to Money, the esti-
mated price for students who re-
ceive aid at Marist is $38,400, while 
the average price for low-income 
students is $19,200. Additionally, 
Money reports that the percentage 
of need met at Marist is 64 percent.

Marist College ranks 
among the most affordable pri-
vate institutions – compared 
to competitors such as Colgate, 
Fordham, Boston College and 
Northeastern which have a total bill
able cost upwards of $60,000 a year.

Some colleges and universi-
ties have higher tuition which can 
compensate for lower-income stu-
dents. The full tuition that wealthy 
students pay increases fund-
ing for need-based financial aid.
Despite these numbers, Marist still 
falls above the 2016-2017 average 
total billing cost of private non-
profit four-year institutions in the 
United States – which is $45,370.

For the 2017-2018 academic 
year, the cost of full time tuition 
for freshman students at Marist 
College is $36,100, plus $15,100 
in room & board ($9,600 for 
housing + $5,500 for the required 
“anytime dining”) – equating to 
a total billable cost of $51,200. 
This doesn’t factor in other costs 
such as the health insurance plan, 
textbooks or transportation.

Marist has numerous  pro-
grams designed to assist low-in-
come students and their families 

 despite challenges of in-
creasing economic diversity.
    Marist joined the American Tal-
ent Initiative (ATI) in 2017. ATI, 
supported by Bloomberg Philan-
thropies, launched in December 
2016 and was founded with a na-
tional goal of educating 50,000 
additional high-achieving, low-
er-income students at the 270 
colleges and universities with the 
highest graduation rates by 2025. 
    Based on the most recent fed-
eral data available, there are ap-
proximately 430,000 lower-in-
come students enrolled at these 
270 institutions. ATI’s goal is to 
increase and sustain the total 
number of lower-income students 
attending these top-performing 
colleges to about 480,000 by 2025.
    “ATI now forces us to think about 
things a little bit more,” said Freddi-
mir García, Special Assistant to the 
President for Diversity, Inclusion, 
and Community Engagement. “We 
share information, we share ideas, 
but we also see where we stand 
compared to other institutions.”
   According to the ATI, mem-
ber institutions “will set indi-
vidualized goals with a focus 
on recruiting students from 
diverse socioeconomic back-
grounds through robust outreach;
Ensuring that admitted lower-in-
come students enroll and are 
retained through practices that 
have been shown to be effective; 
Prioritizing need-based finan-
cial aid; And minimizing or elim-
inating gaps in progression and 
graduation rates between and 
among students from low-, mod-
erate- and high-income families.”
    Additional programs include the 
Arthur O. Eve Higher Education 
Opportunity Program (HEOP), Up-
ward Bound, the Liberty Partner-
ship Program (LPP), and Bridges 
to Excellence (B2E) - all of which 
provide low-income students 
various opportunities to afford a 
higher education through Marist. 
    Garcia emphasized the impor-
tance of being honest and transpar-
ent with low-income families prior   
to enrollment. “The one thing we 
don’t want to do is bring students 
here for a year, they realize it’s 
expensive, and they leave,” Garcia 
said. “We want to bring students 
here to stay for four years...If Marist 
is not the right fit, that’s okay too. 
I think that’s part of the process.”

collegiate basketball programs.
“He always gets the best out of 

his players. Saint Peter’s under him 
has always been a very tough-mind-
ed team, and good defensive team. I 
look forward to being like that too,” 
said junior guard, David Knudsen. 

During the 2009-2010 and 
2010-2011 seasons Dunne had St. 
Peter’s ranked second in the na-
tion in Field-Goal percent defense. 
   Inter-conference moves for 
head coaches within the MAAC 
are not typical for many basket-
ball programs, but Dunne felt 
Marist was the right move for him, 
and he expressed his confidence 
in relocating to Poughkeepsie.

“I did not chase jobs like some 
coaches do in this business; I was 
content at Saint Peter’s, because at 
the end of the day it comes down 
to people and the people there are 
fantastic. When an opportunity like 
Marist College opens up, it is the 
kind of community that I envisioned  
myself in. So, when the opportunity 
came, we had apprehension and 
we didn’t move on it, but when [the

New Men’s Head 
Basketball Coach

BY MICHAEL CONWAY
Sports Editor

“We’re extremely excited to 
welcome John and his family to 
the Hudson River Valley,” said Ath-
letic Director Tim Murray. “With 
over a decade of experience as a 
head coach, he has a proven abili-
ty to build teams and develop stu-
dent-athletes. His teams are always 
tough, hard-working and competi-
tive in the MAAC and we look for-
ward to coach Dunne instilling that 
culture in our basketball program.” 

The team, which had been 
training under transition assistant 
C.J. Lee, was able to meet with Dunne 
before an official press confer-
ence was held Thursday morning. 

“Coach Dunne is a great coach. 
I’ve heard a lot of good things about 
him from a bunch of different peo-
ple. When I talked to him briefly 
today, he had a lot of good things 
to say. I’m excited about the future, 
and how it’s going to be next year,” 
said junior forward, Ryan Funk. 

Dunne’s specialty revolves 
around being a strong defen-
sive team—a valuable asset to all 
collegiate basketball programs.

opportunity] came back around, 
we felt like it was fate and we want-
ed to follow the signs,” Dunne said.  

Dunne’s mentality revolves 
about winning but also involves 
building relationships with the young 
men he coaches. “I think that when 
you can get demanding for our sys-
tem and you can get guys to run for 
a wall for you if they know you will 
run through a wall for them. I think 
for me, I hire people that have the 
same philosophy. They try to build 
relationships because I want them 
to so we all have a shared vision as 
far as that goes as a staff and I think 
that’s one of the top things we can 
bring to the table,” Dunne said. 

As the men’s team looks now 
toward next season, Dunne is pre-
paring his team philosophy to 
maintain continuity within the pro-
gram. His full assistant coaching 
staff has not yet been announced.  

Contact the author at 
writethecircle.com 
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BY BRIAN EDSAL
Managing Editor 

March For Our Lives 
BY ALYSSA HURLBUT

President & Editor-in-Chief

After undergoing one of the 
deadliest school shootings in U.S. 
history, students of the Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas high school in 
Parkland, Fla., created the March 
for Our Lives movement to spur 
conversation surrounding gun 
regulation and to “assure that no 
special interest group or political 
agenda is more critical than timely 
passage of legislation to effective-
ly address the gun violence issues 
that are rampant in our country.” 
The main march in D.C. was ac-
companied by about 800 march-
es nationwide--garnering more 
than a million protesters across 
all fifty states. New York attendees 
across the state united in chants 
such as “vote them out,” and “in 
November, we will win,” singling 
out politicians who accept fund-
ing from the National Rifle Associ-

-ation and contribute to polit-
ical inaction in gun regulation.
Carcaldi embraced the move-
ment’s “enough is enough” slo-
gan, calling for immediate leg-
islation to halt mass shootings.

“This was my own way 
of showing that gun violence 
and mass shootings are in fact 
an epidemic in America--one 
that needs to cease,” she said.

Sarah Franzetti ‘19 also at 
tended the NYC march, and ex-
pressed her frustration with the 
stagnancy of gun control leg-
islation in the wake of numer-
ous consecutive mass shootings.
“I marched because it has been ex-
tremely frustrating to hear about 
one shooting after another and 
see the exact same response from 
politicians who give thoughts and 
prayers and wait for the media to

stop covering it,” Franzetti said.
Franzetti emphasized the 

crucial role of young Amer-
icans, who are spearhead-
ing the gun control battle.

“Young people have been 
at the forefront of movements 
throughout history and to be 
a part of that as a college stu-
dent really was a great feeling.”

The March for Our Lives, 
Poughkeepsie, which took place 
on the Walkway Over the Hud-
son State Park, largely mirrored 
its NYC sister march, with near-
ly 8,000 walking the length of 
the 1.3 mile bridge, according 
to the Poughkeepsie Journal. 

“March for Our Lives was one 
of the most life changing events I’ve 
ever experienced,” said Madison 
Vettorino ‘20, who attended the 
Poughkeepsie demonstration. “It

was incredibly inspiring to see 
people of all ages and backgrounds 
unify for this really important cause.”

New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo,
who joined the NYC March, 

previously expressed his in-
tention to combat gun violence 
through stricter regulations. On 
Feb. 22, he announced the forma-
tion of a coalition between New 
York, Connecticut, New Jersey, 
and Rhode Island to reduce vio-
lence and crack down on illegal 
firearms crossing state borders.

The states will estab-
lish a joint database to share 
gun information and better in-
tercept guns used in crimes.

“The Florida Parkland mas-
sacre, one would hope that it 
would spur responsible feder-
al action but we’re not going to 
hold our breath and we’re not 

going to risk our chil-
dren’s lives,” Cuomo said in 
a Feb. 22 press conference.   

With New York’s Secure Am-
munition and Firearms Enforce-
ment Act of 2013, which banned 
most assault weapons (or auto-
matic weapons with military as-
sault features), New York is among 
the states with the strictest gun 
laws in the nation. But, with the 
unprecedented attendance at the 
solidarity March for Our Lives, 
citizens are pushing for more--es-
pecially at the federal level.

“The changes that we are ask-
ing for are not extreme, but rather 
they are completely reasonable 
requests to protect the safety of 
children and all citizens,” Fran-
zetti said. “It is exciting to see push 
backs against things that should 
have been changed a long time ago.” 

CONTINUED FROM 

John Dunne speaks at press conference Thursday morning./ Marist 



Facebook Battles to Save Face

Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg Courtesy of Justin Sullivan / Getty

BY MAX DARRINGTON
Business Writer 

    Facebook has found itself in hot 
water after an exposé accused 
Cambridge Analytica, a political 
consulting firm, of using Face-
book as a tool to sway the 2016 
Presidential Election. Cambridge 
Analytica was founded by former 
Trump staffer Steve Bannon and 
Republican mega-donor Robert 
Mercer, two infamous republicans 
who have close ties to the current 
president. Various news outlets 
have exposed Cambridge Analyt-
ica and accused the firm of illegal 
manipulation of Facebook users’ 
data to meddle in the previous 
presidential election. 
    According to reports by The New 
York Times and Observer, Cam-
bridge Analytica harvested data 

from over 50 million Facebook us-
ers without the users’ permission 
to create personality profiles for 
campaign advertisements used in 
the 2016 U.S. Presidential Election. 
Facebook claimed the data was 
passed to Cambridge Analytica by 
a Russian- American researcher, 
who said he was using the data for 
academic purposes. After the U.S 
government took a closer look into 
the issue, it was clear these claims 
had substantial weight. Conse-
quently, the Federal Trade Com-
mission (FTC) opened an official 
investigation on March 26  into the 
violation of a 2011 consent decree, 
in which Facebook agreed to get 
users’ permission before changing 
certain privacy settings.  
    Since March 16, Facebook, 
which trades on the NASDAQ, 
has tumbled roughly 18 percent, 

from $185 per share to a low of 
$152. However, what seems more 
alarming is that in the 10 weeks 
preceding the publication of the 
Cambridge Analytica exposé, CEO 
Mark Zuckerberg sold $5.4 million 
shares of Facebook stock. It is es-
timated Zuckerberg saved himself 
in the region of $70 million by 
doing this. In the CEO’s defense, in 
a SEC filling done last September, 
Zuckerberg declared his intention 
of selling at least $6 billion of his 
Facebook stock over the next 18 
months. This liquidation of stock 
was intended to fund the Chan- 
Zuckerberg Initiative, a philan-
thropic organization he started 
with his wife in 2015.
    The SEC have taken a keen 
interest in Zuckerberg’s invest-
ing activity, however, due to his 
declaration in September 2017, 

the crime of insider trading looks 
unlikely.  After all, Zuckerberg still 
owns approximately 470 million 
shares, worth roughly $75 billion, 
which showcases his commitment 
to his company.
    Facebook is still very much in 
the doghouse, especially in the 
eyes of its investors. This was 
apparent when the stock dropped 
14 percent  in value in the week 
of March 19- 26, due to lack of in-
vestor speculative confidence. The 
extent of the damage Facebook 
will face will not be clear until the 
FTC has completed its thorough 
investigation. In the meantime, 
Mark Zuckerberg and his team at 
Facebook battle to save the repu-
tation and consumer confidence  
of the world’s largest social media 
platform.

MARIST TECHNOLOGY COLUMN

BY BRENDAN GRIFFIN
Staff Writer

     This semester, a new addition was 
made to Hancock Computer Lab 0005. 
Over the winter break, Mondopads,  
digital whiteboards with video confer-
ence capabilities, were installed. Unlike 
SmartBoards, which project the image 
of a computer screen and functions 
as a projector, Mondopads contain a 
dedicated processor and run their own 
Operating System like Windows 10. In 
other words, a Mondopad is a stand-
alone computer, capable of running 
programs that are separate from a host 
computer. 
    Five separate Mondopads were 
installed in the Hancock Lab that are 
linked together, allowing for multitask-
ing across multiple displays. The dis-
play is also multi-touch, allowing users 
to interact with the screen by touching 
it, similar to how many smartphones 
operate. In addition to multitasking, 
and multi-touch, Mondopad notes on 
their website that the Mondopad is a 
source for collaboration. 
    According to its website, Monopad 
users can: “Connect and share content 
securely from PCs, Macs, tablets or 
smartphones to make meetings more 
collaborative, productive and sustain-
able. Cast your device’s screen, view 
up to four AirPlay or Chromecasts si-
multaneously, then control Mondopad 
with your device from anywhere in the 
room.” The Mondopad is an exciting 
new addition to the many technolo-
gies that already exist on the Marist 
campus.
    Freshman Tyler Rimaldi, an employ-
ee at the Marist I.T. Help Desk, spoke 
highly about the implementation of 
Mondopads. “In my opinion, I think the 
Mondopads have become a great tool 
for learning. As a computer science ma-
jor, it’s nice to see that Marist College is 
consistently keeping up with the latest 
and greatest technology.”

BY LUKE CARBERRY MOGAN
SPJ News Service 

    Amidst concerns about social outreach 
funding and the growing opioid epidemic, 
Dutchess County Executive Marcus 
Molinaro (R) exemplified the county’s 
perseverance in combating these issues in 
his State of the County address.
    Molinaro spoke at the Culinary Institute 
of America’s Marriott Pavilion on Feb-
ruary 28, to a crowd of fellow legisla-
tors, constituents, and members of law 
enforcement.
    Starting out light-hearted, Molinaro 
discussed the success of the Think DIF-
FERENTLY and Think Ahead programs, 
recreational and career training projects 
for individuals with special needs and 
intellectual disabilities.
    “We are inspired, truly, when we see 
the real impact of Think DIFFERENTLY, 
we hear it in the voices of those often 
overlooked and we see it in the growing 
number of people willing to open their 
hearts and minds to neighbors of all 
abilities,” Molinaro said.
    When talking about the Think DIFFER-
ENTLY trip to a beach, legislator Marge 
Horton (East Fishkill-R) said, “Seeing a 
man who had been paralyzed for over 
20 years, sitting in the [ocean] with his 

grandson…brought tears to [her] eyes.”
The tone of the speech shifted when 
Molinaro addressed the opioid epidemic 
presence in Dutchess County. He touched 
upon the stigma certain groups — such as 
struggling addicts and users — face with-
in the community, calling them, “unjustly 
judged” through “unearned labels.”
    “We are too often tragically reminded of 
the isolation and despair felt by so many,” 
Molinaro said. “When violence and drugs 
becomes the only option, for those lonely, 
broken, and in need of help, we must not 
only demand more from society, we must 
also do more ourselves.”
    A slideshow stating there were 85 
overdose deaths in Dutchess County for 
2017 reinforced the county executive’s 
words. Molinaro, a moderate Republican, 
encouraged community discourse on 
drug abuse, proposing increased staffing 
and availability for drug counselors and 
recovery coaches within county jails and 
law enforcement.
    “We are expanding our efforts to help 
those suffering manage their addiction by 
increasing medication assisted treat-
ment,” Molinaro said, as 392 individuals 
have been treated with the county’s ad-
diction program, showing an 85 percent 
success rate and a 72 percent retention 
rate after six months.

    “The opioid epidemic is universal, it’s 
felt all throughout the country and the 
nation,” said Marist alumnus and county 
legislator Will Truitt (Hyde Park/Town of 
Poughkeepsie-R).
    Molinaro attributed the growth of the 
county’s Mobile Intervention Team to 
Poughkeepsie Mayor Rob Rolison’s (R) 
vision of having mental health counselors 
paired with law enforcement to “engage 
people needing support.”
    A father himself, Molinaro connected 
crisis intervention and crime prevention 
to public safety regarding the recent 
Parkland school shooting. He commended 
Arlington High School student Angela 
McDevitt for reporting and stopping a 
friend’s plot to attack his old school in 
Fair Haven, Maine, last month.
    “Two weeks ago, we saw the latest trag-
ic example of another lost son, so hurt, so 
angry, so alone, that he extinguished the 
lives of the innocent,” Molinaro said, call-
ing it  a result of “isolation and despair.” 
    “Too often though, our anger, passions, 
and ideological differences overshadow 
our purpose to protect our children.”
    More than 20 schools in the county 
have implemented the Second Step edu-
cation program, emphasizing communi-
cation, empathy, bullying prevention, and 
even substance abuse prevention training 

alongside law enforcement.
    “We don’t just put police officers in 
school, we train them in crisis interven-
tion…to insure we get to the heart of the 
problem,” Molinaro said. “There are kids 
being picked on, being bullied, being 
isolated, being tormented, they need help 
and this may be their first line of defense.”
    As of 2017, there were 250 individuals 
trained to handle crisis intervention 
within the school system. Molinaro 
condemned public safety as a partisan 
issue and demanded more of the public’s 
participation and compassion to combat 
this issue.
    “Challenge ourselves to be the helpers, 
summon the courage to overcome the fear 
and be the change,” Molinaro said. “The 
awkwardness of acting pales in compar-
ison to the consequences of inaction and 
the joy of making a difference. Be kind, be 
brave, be a helper, break through.”
    The Dutchess County Helpline for crisis 
intervention was displayed in the slide-
show as Molinaro spoke: (845)-485-9700.
    “In a time of civil discourse, we need to 
be civil,” said Mayor Rolison on Molinaro’s 
speaking. “In the city of Poughkeepsie, 
our goal is to provide assistance to people 
who need it…this is not missing with 
Molinaro.”

MARIST CIRCLE NEWS

State of the County, Molinaro Outlines Social Outreach Programs 
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MARIST CIRCLE FEATURES

BY HANNAH KIRK
                        Opinion Editor
    For The Record is a Marist Circle ini-
tiative designed to showcase students 
around campus with inspiring and 
compelling stories. This year, the proj-
ect featured 50 stories, and the gallery 
exhibition took place in the Murray 
Student Center, running from Thursday, 
March 22 through Wednesday, March 
28. Coordinated by Executive Director 
Goodman Lepota, Editorial Director 
Tara Guaimano, and Creative Director 
Chun Li ‘Ken” Huang, the opening night 
of For The Record garnered about 600 
attendees. 
    Lepota, Guaimano, and Huang 
worked with 11 editorial associates: 
Raphael Beretta, Madeline Casalino, 
Isabella Duenas-Lozada, Brian Edsall, 
Sarah Franzetti, Emily Hollenbach, 
Carly Horowitz, Alyssa Hurlbut, Hannah 
Kirk, Madison Zoey Vettorino, and Alex-
andria Watts. Moira Margolis worked as 
a Creative Associate, Marcos Guerrero 
worked as the Head Videographer, and 
Joseph Kopp was the Strategy Director. 
    This is the project’s second year and 
was curated by Lepota and former 
Marist Circle Editor-in-Chief, Berna-
dette Hogan ‘17 in 2017. According to 
the letter written by the For the Record 
Executive Board in 2017, “Our goal was 
to reaffirm the Marist College value of 
a sense of community. For The Record 
is a celebration of the progress and 
aspirations of the Marist student body. 
It is a creative features project at the 
intersection of photography, design, 
and literature—whose goal is to share 
everyday student stories in a creative 
way.” 
    “The idea came from me sitting next 

to Will Truitt in class during my fresh-
man year. I was pretty interested in 
finding students doing really inspiring 
things on campus,” Lepota said. 
    On opening night, students, families, 
professors, and friends gathered in 
the student center to celebrate the 
accomplishments of the 51 students 
For The Record featured. Within the 
first week of the website being active, it 
had 25,000 hits. 
    Guaimano said, “I am absolutely 
overwhelmed by the responses tTo 
the website and to the gallery. It is 
so interesting, and humbling, to see stu-
dents and other members of the Marist 
community collectively admiring the 
collaboration of the crafts of the team 
of students who worked on it.”
    Benjamin Ward, a sophomore, 
attended For the Record on its opening 
night. 
    “It’s a beautiful display of many of 
Marist’s’ defining students and their ac-
tions that have helped and are helping 
to change the world in a positive and 
creative way,” he said.
    “From seeing Ken shooting the 
photos in his living room, just in the 
midst of the everyday lives of himself 
and of his housemates, to seeing these 
finished portraits of these students 
hung all around the Student Center—
that is really what solidified it for me,” 
Guaimano said. “Seeing his craft genu-
inely impacting the featured students, 
their families, their professors—seeing 
the art that he had been working on for 
months actually be up on the wall, was 
extremely, extremely special.”
    Read the inspiring stories of Marist 
students at www.maristftr.com.

Marist Circle Presents 
Second Edition of 

Initiative, 
For The Record

BY ALLISON SMITH
Staff Writer 

    The intense commitment of 
Sodexo employees often goes 
unnoticed by the Marist commu-
nity. Nonetheless, members of the 
Sodexo staff often find themselves 
working long hours,  dedicating 
over 30 years to the company, 
and fostering approximately 40 
student employees.
     Sodexo Marketing showcased 
the hard work of its staff at the 
Marist Dining Services Appreci-
ation celebration in Dec. 2017 
which student Abigail Ritson 
created and organized.
    There is a plethora of behind-
the-scenes work that goes into 
feeding Marist students. Many 
staff members are an integral part 
of making sure the students have 
quality meals available to them 
daily. A student here at Marist
 decided to take it upon herself to 
thank these staff members.
     “The original idea behind the 
appreciation project was to recog-
nize employees who work behind-
the-scenes in the dining hall and 
their dedication and service to our 
community,” Ritson said.
    Abby Ritson is a senior at 
Marist and a proud member of 
the Culinary Council. The Culinary 
Council is a group of faculty, staff, 
and students who meet four times 
a semester to talk about events, 
suggestions, and improvements 
of the dining services within the 
residential and retail locations.
     “We [the Culinary Council] 
discussed and executed the new 
extended hours in the dining hall; 
we also started the suggestion 
box,” Ritson commented.
    Marist Dining Services Appre-
ciation, previously called Sodexo 
Appreciation, was Ritson’s attempt 
to make the behind-the-scenes 
efforts of all the dining service em-
ployees more known and openly 
appreciated. She started this event 
in the 2016-2017 school year, ini-
tially focusing on the Sodexo staff 
members. The first attempt in-
cluded a banner that was available 
outside the dining hall entrance for 

students to sign.
    The purpose of the banner was 
to give all Marist students a role in 
thanking the hard-working staff. 
Ritson wanted everyone to have a 
way to participate in the apprecia-
tion week.
    The following year, the event 
expanded to include recognition of 
all dining service staff members. 
The Appreciation Week took place 
from Dec. 3-8 and included thank 
-you notes signed by sports teams 
and a celebration in the Cabaret 
on Dec 7. The celebration was an 
addition to the appreciation event 
that happened the previous year, 
and it consisted of music, photos, 
and a PowerPoint.
    Ritson was advised by Steve San-
sola, the head of Student Affairs 
and “a wonderful mentor.” Sansola 
was in charge of funds and making 
connections with those who run 
Sodexo and Dining Services.
    Through Ritson’s and Sansola’s 
coordination, Sodexo Marketing 
made the PowerPoint, a poster, 
and an extravagant cake for the 
celebration. Ritson also took the 
initiative to partner with the 
Marist Fox Photography Club to 
take pictures of any dining service 
members that wanted recognition 
through photographs that were 

posted in the dining hall during 
the Appreciation Week.
    To Ritson, it is extremely import-
ant to recognize the hard work and 
importance of the workers Marist 
students rely on daily. She hopes 
the appreciation spreads across 
campus because she created this 
event so more students are aware 
of the many dining service mem-
bers and the intriguing behind-
the-scenes effort that goes into 
feeding students and keeping the 
dining locations clean.
    Ritson hopes to pass this signif-
icant event down to someone just 
as passionate as she graduates in 
the Spring of 2018.
    For the future, she wishes to see 
an improvement in advertisement 
and a larger turnout of students 
to the celebration. The Fall 2017 
celebration saw participation with 
the athletic department, but Ritson 
hopes to expand to multiple cam-
pus clubs and organizations. It is 
important to collaborate with oth-
er campus organizations to create 
a wider-spread celebration of the 
workers deserving appreciation.
    “I want to bring awareness and 
expand to appreciate everyone 
and recognize the work they do all 
year,” Ritson said.

Marist Student Honors 
Dining Services

Sodexo Staff enjoying Sodexo Employee Appreciation Day.
 Image provided by Abigail Ritson.

Photographers 

Wanted.
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   Michelle Alexander - civil rights 
lawyer, advocate and legal scholar 
- visited Marist College on March 
1 to discuss the current climate of 
civil rights in the United States.
Alexander is well-known for her 
New York Times bestseller, The 
New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration 
in the Age of Colorblindness.
   The New Jim Crow accounts “the 
rebirth of a caste-like system in 
the United States, one that has 
resulted in millions of African 
Americans locked behind bars and 
then relegated to a permanent 
second-class status—denied the 
very rights supposedly won in the 
Civil Rights Movement.”
      “What this book is intended to 
do - the only thing that it is intend-
ed to do - is to stimulate a much 
needed conversation about the 
role of the criminal justice system 
in creating and perpetuating racial 
hierarchy in the United States,” 
Alexander said.
    The United States is the world’s 
leader in incarceration. According 
to The Sentencing Project, there 
are over two million people in the 
nation’s prisons and jails - a 500 
percent increase over the last 40 
years.
        “It’s remarkable how quickly 
as a nation we have adjusted to be-
ing the leading incarcerator in the 
world...thanks to the war on drugs 
and the Get Tough movement,” Al-
exander said. “It’s unlike anything 
this world has ever seen. And yet, 
it has quickly become normalized 
in part because of this narrative 
about black criminality and being 
prone to violence.”
      “That fundamental contradic-
tion between the values expressed 
in the Declaration of Independence 
and the birth of slavery in this 
country...has made it necessary for 
stories to be told that rationalizes 
the glaring inequality,” Alexander 
added. “The story of black inferior-
ity in particular...that was used to 
rationalize slavery, it was tried out 
again to rationalize Jim Crow.”
     “It’s those very same stereo-
types...that are used to rationalize 
and normalize the system of mass 
incarceration in the United States.”
      Mass incarceration has dis-
proportionately affected black 
communities. According to The 
Sentencing Project, people of color 
make up 37 percent of the U.S. 

population, but 67 percent of the 
prison population.
   African Americans are more likely 
than white Americans to be arrested; 
once arrested, they are more likely 
to be  convicted; and once convict-
ed, they are more likely to face stiff 
sentences. Black men are six times 
as likely to be incarcerated as white 
men.
Alexander was inspired to write 
The New Jim Crow based on her 
experiences working as a civil rights 
lawyer for the American Civil Liber-
ties Union in California.
       “I had a series of experiences 
that began what I now call my awak-
ening,” Alexander said. “I awakened 
to the reality that our criminal 
justice system now functions much 
more like a system of racial and 
social control than a system of crime 
prevention and control.”
    The ACLU launched the Driving 
While Black or Brown Campaign 
(DWB) in the late 1990s, focusing on 
racial profiling by police. The ACLU 
won a lawsuit against the California 
Highway Patrol for their racial profil-
ing and drug interdiction practices, 
but was looking to continue lawsuits 
against other departments.
      One day, a young man entered 
Alexander’s office holding a thick 
stack of papers. He had recorded 
detailed notes of encounters with 
the Oakland Police Department over 
about a nine month period.
      He was Alexander’s dream plain-
tiff, until she discovered his felony 
record. She turned him away.
“We couldn’t possibly represent 
someone as a main plaintiff that had 
a felony record because we knew 
that law enforcement and the media 
would be all over them saying, ‘of 
course the police are keeping their 
eye on him...he’s a felon. This isn’t 
about race, it’s about police going 
after the criminal,’” Alexander said.
        The man defended his inno-
cence, claiming the police framed 
him. He felt forced to plead guilty, 
settling for felony probation instead 
of facing threats of up to 15 years in 
prison.
“What’s to become of me,” he said. 
“I can’t get a job anywhere because 
of my felony record... I can’t even get 
access to public housing with my 
felony record...I can’t even get food 
stamps. Good luck finding one young 
black man in my neighborhood they 
haven’t gotten to yet. They’ve gotten 

to us all already.”
  He grabbed his notes and ripped 
them to pieces.
     The Oakland Riders Police scandal 
broke several months after that. Ac 
cording to The Washington Post, “the 
so-called ‘Riders’ were considered 
the best and the brightest, veterans 
whom rookie police officers tried to 
emulate. Their specialty: bringing in
reputed drug dealers in record num-
bers from the crime-plagued streets 
of West Oakland.”
    Officers went on trial for using dis-
honest and sometimes brutal tactics 
in making those arrests. One of the 
lead officers identified and charged 
was an officer identified to Alexan-
der by the man.

 “The minute he told me he was 
a felon I just stopped listening - I 
couldn’t even hear what he had to 
say,” Alexander said. “We hadn’t been 
able to find one young black man in 
this neighborhood that they hadn’t 
gotten to yet.”
Michael Love, Marist alumnus and 
director of community liaisons for 
the Hudson Valley Community Cen-
ter, inquired about the lessons Alex-
ander has learned since publishing 
The New Jim Crow, as well as how 
racism has changed since the book’s 
publication.

“When I first published the 
book, I had a very hard time getting 
anyone to listen,” Alexander said. “It 
is very encouraging that many more 
people are willing to have this con-
versation, and I credit many young 
activists who took to the streets in 
Ferguson and beyond.”

“I was just in Charlottesville 
a couple of days ago where you 
had Nazis and white supremacists 
marching onto UVA’s campus...
We’re at a point where so much of 
the racial bigotry that was under 
the surface has been forced into 
daylight,” Alexander added. “It gives 
us an opportunity to face the fact 
that we have been in denial for a 
very long time...we’re seeing forms 
of racial bias that many of us were 
unwilling to face.”
Alexander believes American politics 
and economics has contributed to 
decades of injustice toward poor 
people and people of color.
       “We have an economy and a 
political system which predictably 
creates disposable populations,” 
Alexander said. “Mass incarcera-
tion has been our answer to both 

economic and political crisis that 
we have been unwilling to face for 
a long time.”
Alexander disputed the rhetoric 
by President Trump that immi-
grants - especially undocument-
ed immigrants - are a threat to 
American safety. According to The 
New York Times, “several studies, 
over many years, have concluded 
that immigrants are less likely to 
commit crimes than people born 
in the United States.”
     The same narrative occurred 
during the war on drugs. “Whites 
and blacks use drugs at almost 
exactly the same rates,” according 
to the ACLU. “Nevertheless, Afri-
can-Americans are
admitted to state prisons at a rate 
that is 13.4 times greater than 
whites.”
       “Putting Donald Trump aside, 
for the most part, legislatures and 
law enforcement have treated 
the opioid crisis with much more 
care and compassion and concern 
than was ever afforded to folks 
who were struggling with crack 
addiction,” Alexander said.
     According to the National 
Institute on Drug Abuse, more 
than 64,000 overdose deaths oc-
curred in 2016, including 20,000 
overdose deaths from synthetic 
opioids.
     Alexander argues that the 
United States should decriminal-
ize all drugs from personal use. 
Portugal decriminalized the use 
of all drugs in 2001, launching a 
major public health campaign to 
fight addiction. In 15 years, only 
about 25,000 Portuguese use 
heroin, down from 100,000 when 
the policy began.
      “If we understand ourselves 
to be part of an ongoing rev-
olutionary movement in this 
country, then it’s Trump that’s 
the resistance,” Alexander said. 
“Those who want to take us back 
to another time, supposedly ‘Make 
America Great Again’ - that’s 
resisting this onward movement 
that I hope we will prove is un-
stoppable in this country.”

Have a piece of chocolate.”
This is how security officer 

Juan Martell greets students as 
they enter Champagnat Hall. At the 
security desk, Juan had with him a 
tupperware filled with chocolates 
for students to enjoy. Students said 
hello and talked with Martell with 
a palpable sense of familiarity and 
comfort.

Freshman Samantha DaCruz 
ardently shared her enthusiastic 
approval for the security guard.
      “Let it be known that Juan is 
the best security guard, and some-
times he tells jokes too,” DaCruz 
said.

In an interview with The Cir-
cle, Martell shared a bit about him-
self, his background, and insight 
into what makes working in the 
Marist community special.
 Q: How long have you worked for 
Marist Security? 
A: I’ve been here for, I would say, 
12 years. Half of that was working 
part time, and then the other half 
has been full time.
 Q: Where are you originally from, 
and where do you live now? 
A: I was born in New York City, 
Manhattan, and now I live proba-
bly about 40 minutes away in Car-
mel, NY.
 Q: What building do you primarily 
work with around campus? 
A: We have a rotating schedule, so 
we’re not always at any particular 
building or patrol.
   Q: Where did you work, or what 
did you do, before coming to 
Marist? 
A: I did security for a contract com-
pany and that’s how I actually got 
my start here, because I was work-
ing for them and we’d come in to 
do football games and basketball 
games, and I was the supervisor. 
And then at that point, I walked 
into the director’s office and I just 
asked him if there was any posi-
tions open, and here I am.
 Q: What made you want to work 
at Marist? 
A: I enjoyed the atmosphere when-
ever I came by here… I enjoyed the 
people that I worked with. And I 
really enjoyed interacting with the 
students. That was a big part of it.
 Q: What do you like about working 
at Marist? 
A: I think the primary thing is in-
teracting with the students. They 
keep me going, and I think that 
they need to have somebody that 
they can talk to, that they can say 
hi to, and somebody that will talk 
with them.
  Q: So, I know that when students 
swipe in, you’ll ask them to tell 
you a joke or you’ll have candy 
for them. What inspired you to do 
that? 
A: I just think that it helps with the 
community aspect of being part of 
security. A lot of times the students 
feel like we’re the enemy, and I’d 
much rather them feel that we’re 
here to help them and to support 
them. I don’t think that they should 
feel like they can’t come to us.
Q: What have been some memo-
rable moments working here at 
Marist for you? 
A: That’s a good question...I have 
so many memorable moments 
here. One of them was when Ber-
nie Sanders came through. That 
was amazing to see how many 
people came to see him. The grad-
uations are always memorable. 
The scenery, the backdrop for the 
graduations are beautiful. And just 
to see everybody so happy when 
everybody’s graduating.

Michelle Alexander speaks at Nelly Goletti Theater. Photo by Marist College.
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Tips on Dying Your Own Hair: 

Time to Dye
 BY ALLISON SMITH

Staff Writer

    Friday, Jan. 26, 2018. This was 
the evening I dyed my hair purple. 
It started as a silly discussion 
at the dinner table with friends. 
How would people describe me 
to a stranger? “Oh, she’s a short 
blonde with blue eyes and white 
skin.” For some reason this answer 
bothered me a little. Well, what if I 
did something crazy? Like, I don’t 
know, dye my hair a crazy color.
    In the moment, one of my 
friends said, “purple.”
    The next thing I knew I was at 
Rite Aid with my wallet and a box 
of purple hair dye in my hand. I 
paid in cash, of course, so my dad 
wouldn’t see the charge on my 
bill. Not exactly the way I would 
want to break the news to him. He 
would see soon enough during our 
weekend Skype call.
    I think I’m going through my re-
bellious teenage phase a little late.
    However, my 13-year-old emo 
self is very proud. I gathered two 
of my closest friends and supplies 
on a regular Friday evening, and 
took over the Champ 9th floor 
bathroom. Let me tell you, real life 
is nothing like the movies. 
    Here are some tricks and trades 
of real-life spontaneous hair dying:

Time
    Dying your hair does not take a 
10-minute scene, like in a movie. 
It can take hours, especially if you 
have long hair (I’ve never wanted 
to cut my hair short until that day. 
So, plan accordingly and give your-
self plenty of time to put the dye 
in, let it sit and rinse it out. And if 
you can find a way to have a chair 
to sit in, my knees and back highly 
recommend it.

Test Strips Don’t Waste Your 
Time
    Test strips can seem pointless, 
I thought they were at first. I was 
in a spontaneous mood, ready to 
just throw all the dye on my head. 
The first test strip showed me that 
my hair was too dark of a blonde 
to hold the dye as a pleasing color; 
time to get a new color and do a 
new test strip!
  
Don’t Be Lazy
    Be ready to walk to Rite Aid…
multiple times. I went back a sec-
ond time to get a no-bleach formu-
la for brunettes, not for blondes. 
(Silver Lining: My only proof for 
everyone that’s ever called me 
blonde. You were wrong, and I do 
have light brown hair.) If you have 
a car on campus, ignore this tip 
and be as lazy as you want.

It’s A Mess!
    Bring towels. A lot of towels. Old 
towels that you can get hair dye 
on. Have them handy and lay some 
on the floor (and you will still have 
to clean it off the floor—or get 
your friend to do it).

Music Matters
    You’re dying your hair, not paint-
ing your nails. You need to break 
out that loud, fast, movie-montage 
music. None of that slow, peaceful 
crap. Preferably alternative or 
punk rock—any type of emo music 
will do. And if you know the lyrics, 
sing. (Disclaimer: Unless it’s Fall 
Out Boy because everyone knows 
Fall Out Boy and you probably 
don’t know the actual lyrics. With 
that said, feel free to sing the line 
“sugar we’re going down swing-
ing.”)

I’m Sorry
    This is what you’ll be saying 
every time people walk into the 
bathroom because, yes, you are in 
their way. If you have a sibling, you 
are probably better at apologizing 
by instinct when you don’t mean 
it.

Be Creative 
    Shower caps are helpful for the 
setting period and future showers, 
but the plastic bag you got when 
you bought the dye works just as 
well. Fun Fact: Rite Aid does not 
sell shower caps.

Communal Showers Are Scary
    Try to shower when no one else 
is showering out of courtesy. I do 
not want to know what anyone 
was thinking when they saw what 
little part of the shower they 
could while I was rinsing my hair. 
When I first stepped under the 
water, purple went everywhere. I 
mean everywhere. It looked like 
someone had murdered a unicorn 
and then proceeded to smear its 
blood on the walls. Remember the 
communal showers share a drain!

Call Your Mom
    Tell your mom before showing 
her. Emphasize that it is semi-per-
manent, and you can always dye 
your hair a natural color. Let your 
mom tell your dad (for safety rea-
sons). If you have two moms, tell 
them both. If you have two dads 
(that are anything like my one) 
good luck.

    Hopefully this inside look from 
a professional (as in I did it once) 
helps you in your decision to dye 
your hair yourself in a college 
bathroom. 

BY MAKENA GERA
Staff Writer

   Get to know Allison Careolei, a 
senior Fashion Design student at 
Marist. From a childhood pas-
time to a future career, creating 
fashionable pieces is something 
Allison has been doing for years 
and absolutely loves. 
    When did you first become 
interested in fashion, and what 
made you want to start design-
ing?
When I was younger I actually got 
into sewing little things with my 
sisters, and then when I was ten 
or so my grandmother got me a 
sewing machine. And ever since 
then I’ve just continued to sew; it 
kind of just happened.
    Where do you look to find 
inspiration?
For inspiration I always like to 
look at history. History is a passion 
of mine, so what I like to do is 
combine it with fashion. I like to 
go back and look at what [design-
ers] did, and find some event or 
historical person to use as a muse 
or inspiration.
    What is your design aesthetic?
What I design is a little more 
sophisticated than what I normally 
would wear. I think I like to take 
more risks in what I design, and I 
try to take my own style and push 
it to be more sophisticated and 
high end.  I actually am very inter-
ested in intimates apparel. In my 
collection right now I included lots 
of under-structures and I’m defi-
nitely using that a lot. I think, so 
far, the best ones for me have been 
the more creative classes - either 
something like knitwear, where we 
can do something totally different 
from what we’ve been working, or 
textile design. I took textile design 
last semester, and we got to use 
our inspiration from our senior 
thesis but also expand upon it and 
get a little bit more creative and 
outside-the-box with it. I definitely 
like the more hands-on classes.
    What’s the best advice you’ve 
ever been given by a professor?
Take a step back. You get so close 
to what you’re working on, espe

cially this year when we’ve been 
working on something for full year 
now. You always have to be able 
to take a step back and see what 
you’re doing and get a better view 
of the overall product.
    What advice do you have for 
younger students, or prospec-
tive students, pursuing fashion 
design?
Let the first year sink in. I think 
that not everyone is prepared for 
how much work it is, and if, in the 
first year, you really enjoy it, then 
you’re going to enjoy it for the rest 
of your time here. It might be a 
struggle, but let the process sink in 
and you’ll love it.
    What’s your favorite thing 
you’ve ever designed?
A dress I designed sophomore 
year. I got to create the print, and 
I printed it here. It was a lot of 
hand-sewing and a lot of work, but 
it was something we got to focus 
on a lot and really develop fully. 
We weren’t focusing on other piec-
es in the class so we were working 
on making it the best garment 
it could be. We got to put all our 
effort into one piece rather than 
an entire collection, so it was lot of 
fun to work on. 
    If you could work for any fash-
ion house, brand, or company 
which would it be and why?
    Alexander McQueen is one of 
my favorite designers (I wish he 
was still alive). I love his edge, and 
it’s still very sophisticated; Kate 
Middleton wears it but it still has 
an edge to it.
    If you could have lunch with 
any person in the fashion indus-
try, who would it be and why?
I think Very Wang, because I did a 
project on her in sixth grade and 
ever since then I’ve wanted to just 
sit down and discuss with her how 
she has evolved. She has evolved 
from wedding gowns to such 
edgy pieces, and they’re just so 
different. I’d be cool to talk to her 
and see how she handles the very 
different sides of her designs. 
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VUOSO 

BY MADISON ZOEY VETTORINO
Staff Writer  

POEM

FLIRT

BY ALLISON SMITH 

Staff Writer  

    My heart beats faster, faster

under the pale flesh of my 

chest

[i wear my band t-shirt as 

armor]

[i am utterly aware of the fact

that i have not washed my hair

in three days]

i am loud, sassy, confident

    what’s my name again?

how do i breathe?

flirt

five letters, one syllable

verb

to behave as though attracted 

to or trying to attract someone

do i know how to flirt?

is that nature or nurture?

    wait

don’t walk past me

    hi

[i’m sorry, i mean: ]

awkward smile, slight head 

nod, and a subtle lift of the left 

hand

left hand—non-dominant 

hand, the hand furthest from 

his passing body

as to look casual

he disappears into his class-

room

and i must return to mine

i wipe my hands on my black 

jeans

[black—the comfort zone]

my heart still beats faster, 

faster

and i have yet to try and flirt
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   Two years ago, POP Pilates 
instructor Victoria Vuoso never 
imagined she would enjoy Pilates, 
much less begin teaching classes 
herself. The digital media major 
first tried the practice at 19-years-
old  when it was first introduced to 
Marist, and hasn’t stopped since. 
    The senior Manalapan, New 
Jersey native started teaching 
last semester after the previous 
instructor, Megan, graduated. “I 
knew I had to take over to keep 
it alive,” she said. “I’m so happy I 
did!”
    While Vuoso admits that she 
originally started the activity to 
gain priority points and try out 
a different fitness class, she now 
loves it.  “I had also just started 
teaching Zumba at the time, so 
I wanted to attend classes that 
weren’t my own,” she said. Now, 
when asked to pick a favorite as-
pect of teaching the class, Vuoso

     When this instructor isn’t 
on the mat teaching Pilates 
or Zumba, she can be found 
getting in touch with her 
more creative side. Vuoso also 
loves painting, drawing, and 
knitting; she even started a 
knitting class at Marist. Within 
the fitness realm, the former 
dancer also loves running and, 
of course, dancing.   
    Vuoso, who has minors 
in both graphic design and 
psychology, is graduating this 
spring and is hoping to launch 
a career within the graphic 
design industry. She has also 
mentioned that she wants to 
incorporate fitness into her life 
post-graduation. “I also plan to 
continue teaching Pilates and 
Zumba for as long as I can,” 
Vuoso added. 
    When asked for one piece of 
advice that she has for begin-
ners, Vuoso’s words are simple: 
“Keep pushing and believe in 
yourself because it is incredible 
what you can accomplish! I say 
this all the time, but you really 
are stronger than you think; 
you may surprise yourself!” 

Contact the author at
 circlelifestyles@gmail.com

says that she can’t pick just one 
and that there are so many reasons 
she loves being a teacher. Amongst 
the top reasons this talented in 
structor loves teaching the class is 
because she loves seeing students

improve, and because she enjoys 
bringing people together through 
Pilates. “Every class creates such 
a fun energy – it’s a nice little 
escape,” Vuoso said. escape,” Vuoso 
said. 
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BY WILL BJARNAR
Staff Writer

    There is a fine line between the 
cheesy romance and the deep, 
simultaneously beautiful and painful 
dissection of love and its inner 
workings. Towing that line is a film 
where clichés are somehow overused 
and utilized effectively, not relied 
upon to drive its humor. While certain 
elements are completely predictable, 
those most imperative to the story are 
well hidden. It’s a film like Love, Simon 
that toes that line, not perfectly, but 
successfully.
    That story (based on the Becky 
Albertalli young adult novel, Simon 
vs. the Homo Sapiens Agenda) 
chronicles what is quite the senior 
year of high school for Simon Spier 
(Nick Robinson). Right off the bat, we 
get a glimpse into what is, “for the 
most part,” a normal life. We meet his 
all-American high school sweetheart 
parents (Josh Duhamel
& Jennifer Garner) and his three best 
friends, Leah (13 Reasons Why’s 
Katherine Langford), Nick (Jorge 
Lendeborg Jr.) and Abby (Alexandra 
Shipp). They drink an inordinate 
amount of iced coffee (but who didn’t 
in high school?) and listen to an 
appropriate amount of indie pop music 
(here’s looking at you, Bleachers). It’s 
what you would expect every teenager 
to be doing.
    The most important detail from 
Simon’s story is a secret the audience is 
let in on within the first few minutes of 
the film: he’s gay. No one knows — not 
even his parents or his best friends, 
and definitely not his classmates. 
So when a post from an anonymous 
closeted student appears on a popular 
blog, detailing his struggles with 
coming out, Simon takes an interest, 

and elects to contact “Blue,” the 
author’s screen name. He had been 
experiencing similar problems.
 Their emails become part of the duo’s 
daily routines, and all is well. At least 
until Creekwood High’s obnoxious 
Martin (Logan Miller) hops on the 
same computer Simon had forgotten to 
log out of as he abruptly left the library 
as the bell rang. Simon’s email was 
wide open. Martin desires the heart 
of Simon’s pal, Abby, and figures he 
can use these emails to his advantage. 
Blackmail ensues and Simon’s secret 
becomes endangered.
    A master producer of teenage-driven 
entertainment such as Riverdale and 
Dawson’s Creek, Greg Berlanti directs a 
film that is bound to find some serious 
box office success as word only begins 
to spread. Along with screenwriters 
Isaac Aptaker and Elizabeth Berger, 
they are able to perfectly depict the 
previously-documented struggle of a 
kid grappling with how to announce 
the truth about his sexuality. He’s felt 
this way for some time, yet just hasn’t 
found the right time to tell everyone 
else. There are problems one can run 
into when attempting to portray that 
struggle in an authentic light. Berlanti, 
Aptaker and Berger seem to do just 
that. While coupled with beats that feel 
almost 80s cinemaesque, which in turn 
tend to make the film feel almost too 
cheesy in spots that intend to send a 
much deeper message, the message is 
nevertheless appropriately delivered. 
Not to mention, the film’s soundtrack 
mirrors that of an 80s “rom-com,” only 
the songs aren’t anything from the 
likes of Simple Minds. It is more Khalid, 
with appearances from The 1975. It is 
absolutely killer.
    The supporting cast is made up of 
more than capable role-filling teens led 
by Langford, who delivers a wonderful 
performance, something that has 

come to be expected of her. Along with 
Lendeborg Jr., Shipp, and Keiynan 
Lonsdale as Bram, they make up a 
group of friends anyone would want to 
hang out with. Their performances feel 
true to the lives of high school students. 
On the other end, Duhamel and Garner 
are phenomenal in portraying the 
parents who help their son through an 
experience obviously weighing heavily 
on his shoulders. Garner delivers the 
best line of the film, telling her son 
that although he has been holding his 
breath for some time, he can finally 
exhale. Duhamel plays the typical dad. 
He shouldn’t have been cracking jokes 
about the Bachelor who was clearly 
“fruity.” He should have been more 
conscious. He wishes he had seen it 
before, and he believes he should have. 
There’s no way he could have, and all 
he wants is for his son to be happy. As 
with any parent, their child’s pain is 
felt as if it was their own pain. Duhamel 
and Garner deliver on that pain with 
authenticity.
    This review cannot go by without 
dedicating a considerable amount of 
space to Nick Robinson. The budding 
star is coming off roles in Jurassic 
World, Everything, Everything and The 
Fifth Wave, and as the titular character 
here, he tops them all in leaps and 
bounds. He perfectly portrays the 
discomfort, anxiety, heartbreak and 
pain that one would expect a young 
man like Simon to be going through 
emotionally in such a situation. He 
deals with school bullies, fit with 
minds too small to comprehend the 
idea that their peer could be different 
from them, and breaks down when he 
unexpectedly becomes tangled in a self-
woven web of lies, one he wishes he 
had never spun. There’s a scene where 
things begin to unravel for Simon. The 
score consists of a growing, bass-driven 
ring, and Simon

crashes into his bed, writhing 
in emotional anguish. It’s heart 
wrenching. It’s also one of, if not his 
best, scenes in the film. It’s Robinson’s 
job to pave the way for the film’s 
direction. He does so in a truly 
commendable way.
    One of 2017s most notable successes 
in film came in the form of the 
memorable gay coming of age story, 
Call Me By Your Name. While the 
protagonist Elio was experiencing pain 
that came with a lost love which may 
typically be forbidden by most, his love 
nor his pain were condemned. They 
were empathized with, almost even 
celebrated and remarked as a stepping 
stone in life. It was done beautifully, 
and it has become an obvious stepping 
stone in terms of advances in film, just 
in a different way than Love, Simon will 
eventually grow to be. Roger Ebert’s 
Sheila O’Malley aptly points out that 
films like Call Me By Your Name are 
much more complex, intricate even.                 
    They “show characters who are not 
punished for their sexuality by the 
world, their parents, their peers, and 
these films are huge steps forward. 
But ‘Love, Simon’ is a mainstream 
film for teenagers.” The key point 
here is “mainstream.” CMBYN is a 
more complete film, with far better 
performances, better directing, writing 
and production. It’s unfair to compare 
the two. I only do so to accurately 
express the idea that the mainstream 
delivery that Berlanti elects to utilize 
to bring this story to life is what will 
make this yet another step in a positive 
direction. It’s not as well done, nor is 
it as complete, but that’s fine. It works 
the way it is.
    One of my favorite lines in the entire 
film is from Leah, Simon’s lifelong 
bestie. She asks him, “do you ever 
feel weird?” as she and Simon fall 
into a tipsy, deep conversation after 

a Halloween party including one too 
many bar visits for Simon. The two 
best friends sit in silence for some 
brief moments amidst diving into their 
deeper feelings on life, but their faces 
and their eyes speak louder than any 
lines may have. Both of these teens feel 
weird. Leah feels destined to “care so 
much about one person it nearly kills 
[her],” while Simon feels weird because 
he almost feels like he can’t, or at least 
hasn’t ever been entirely himself. He 
has never been entirely the person he 
wants people to see him as. Although 
in very different ways, the two lifelong 
friends feel the exact way plenty of 
teenagers feel on a daily basis. To 
speak in Simon’s words, it’s like they’re 
“stuck on a Ferris wheel.” It’s moments 
like these that make this film such a 
success. 
    As a whole, it has its missing beats, 
and its imperfections. But it’s a film 
like this that really resonates with its 
intended audience. Not every teen can 
identify with a character like CMBYN’s 
Elio Perlman. Plenty can, but in one 
way or another, I think every teen 
can identify with the teens from Love, 
Simon, specifically Simon himself. 
That’s a credit to the cast and to 
Berlanti for realizing who his audience 
was, and for targeting them perfectly. 
To answer your question, Leah, of “do 
you ever feel weird?,” of course. We 
all do, just in a variety of ways. And 
thanks to Love, Simon, I think we have 
the chance to reassure ourselves that 
that’s okay.

Rating: 3.5/5

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON 
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MOVIE  REVIEW

Film Review:
Three Billboards Outside 

Ebbing, Missouri

BY MARLA DIPOTO
Staff Writer 

Disclamer: Spoiler Alert    
 When Three Billboards Outside 
Ebbing, Missouri was released this 
past November, I was not initially 
compelled to run to see the movie, 
as someone who normally prefers 
the young adult-driven films 
among the likes of Lady Bird or La 
La Land. The trailer itself gave me 
the impression that it would be a 
rugged, indie style film chronicling 
the dismal lives of those who lived 
in a town devoid of justice — a 
narrative which I would not nec-
essarily be able to connect with. 
This is especially because the main 
character, Mildred Hayes, initially 
seems like a coarse and rough 
character who I would not find 
appealing.
    After finally seeing the film for 
myself, however, I was pleasantly    
surprised. Three Billboards
tells the story of Hayes, played 
by Frances McDormand, who is 
distraught over the rape and death 
of her daughter, which occurred 
a few months earlier. Hayes is 
simultaneously tormented by 

the local police department’s 
lack of initiative to find her 
daughter’s murderer, namely Chief 
Willoughby (Woody Harrelson)  
and Officer Dixon (Sam Rockwell). 
As suggested by the film’s title, 
Hayes rents three billboards 
outside of the town which read, 
“Raped While Dying”, “Still No 
Arrests?”, and “How Come, Chief 
Willoughby?” in order to reignite 
attention to her daughter’s case 
and highlight the incompetence 
of the authorities. While quite a 
dismal subject on the surface, I 
became enthralled and captured 
by the stories and emotions that 
poured out of the film.
   This film proves why movies are 
crucial and valuable. They allow us 
to learn about people and the
world around us, connecting us by 
the complexity and beauty that is 
the human experience.
    A moment in the film that 
particularly stood out to me was 
an interaction between Officer 
Dixon and Red Welby, the local 
young advertising man who sold 
the billboards to Hayes. After 
learning of the death of Chief 
Willoughby, Dixon reacts in a fit of 

rage by assaulting and throwing 
Welby out of a window.     Yet, 
after reading a note written by 
Willoughby in his final moments 
of life, Dixon attempts to redeem 
himself, though ending up with 
severe burns all over his body due 
to a fire at the police station. The 
scene begins when both Welby 
and Dixon arrive at the hospital 
together in the same room. Welby 
is unaware that the man in the 
room is Dixon, as he is heavily 
bandaged by the burns. Welby 
tries to comfort him by offering a 
glass of orange juice and saying, 
“Don’t cry, you’ll be okay.” We 
see Dixon’s eyes become red and 
fill with tears, as he realizes the 
extent of his damage to this young 
kid. Dixon says, “I’m sorry, Welby”, 
and Welby begins to realize who 
the man is. Initially, Welby seems 
to be angry and hyperventilates,
and the eerie music makes the 
audience unsure of his next move. 
Yet, what we see is Welby bringing 
over a glass of orange juice for 
Dixon, turning the straw in his 
direction. It is amazing how this 
simple gesture speaks volumes in 
terms of representing forgiveness 

and understanding, bringing the 
audience on a rollercoaster of 
complexity for each character.
    There has been some ques-
tioning about Dixon, regarding 
whether he deserves redemp-
tion or not, as he is portrayed 
as a hateful racist in the movie. 
I do not believe the film itself is 
alluding to whether Dixon should 
or should not be redeemed as 
some kind of hero necessarily, but 
rather showing us that everyone 
deserves a second chance and that 
humans are complex in nature. 
Perhaps they deserve to be seen 
as multifaceted individuals rather 
than judged solely by impressions 
on the surface.
    There are many other poignant 
scenes in the film which continu-
ally speak to the complexity of the 
human experience and ultimately 
contribute to the fact that Three 
Billboards is a story of love, hate, 
redemption, hopes and dreams.
        Three Billboards won Acade-
my Awards for Best Actress,
awarded to McDormand, and 
Best Supporting Actor, awarded 
to Rockwell. Personally, I believe 
this film deserved to take home 

Best Picture, due to its mastery of 
establishing connections between 
the characters and audience 
through a sense of brutal realism, 
honesty and a constant unexpect-
ed complexity.
    In Rockwell’s Oscar acceptance 
speech, he notes a childhood mem-
ory when he was called down to 
the principal’s office, supposedly 
because his father had noted some 
situation with his grandmother. 
Rockwell soon found out that his 
father made the whole thing up, all 
in order to get him out of school 
to go see a movie with him. I really 
appreciated this anecdote, as it 
notes that even beyond awards or 
recognition, movies are about fam-
ily and a desire for human connec-
tion. Three Billboards certainly left 
me with a feeling of hope for the 
future and a deeper understanding 
for those around me, which is all a 
movie can hope to achieve. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
ON THE ARTICLE CONTACT 
AUTHOR AT
circlefeatures@gmail.com
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Movie Review: Love Simon 
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MARIST CIRCLE OPINION

Is Marist Woke?

BY TONY CABRAL
Staff Writer

    Woke, (adjective  \ ‘wōk \): a 
United States slang term for awake, 
as in awake to current affairs and 
one’s surroundings. As a freshman 
who is still getting used to the 
Marist scene on campus, I have 
noticed how culturally aware 
students are. Whether it be Black 
Student Union programs for Black 
History Month or Best Buddies 
petitioning against the use of the 
“r” word, Marist does take initiative 
to enlarge students’ perspectives—
which is why I was surprised to 
see little Marist participation 
on Saturday, March 24, at the 
March for Our Lives rally on the 

Marist Community Shows 
Limited Presence at March for 

Our Lives, Poughkeepsie

March for Our Lives 
Welcome to the 

Revolution

Gun reform should not be 
an issue of politics. We currently 
have a nation of students that 
feel that every time they enter 
their school, they have a target on 
their back. We should be doing 
anything and everything in our 
power to resolve this tremendous 
issue. I truly believe that it is our 
responsibility as citizens of this 
country to fix this and ensure 
that kids, who are our nation’s 
future, feel safe in their schools. 

As a writer, it is a rare occasion 
where words elude me. On March 
24, 2018, at the March for Our Lives, 
Poughkeepsie,  they did. The March 
for Our Lives was one of most life 
changing experiences I have had, 
and for so many reasons. On this 
one Saturday in March, over one 
million voices came together to say 
that enough is enough. To remind 
our lawmakers and politicians that, 
at 16 years old, the only aspect 
of going to school that should be 
even remotely anxiety-inducing 
is that tricky pre-calculus test. No 
human being should ever have to 

BY MADISON ZOEY VETTORINO
Lifestyle Editor

wonder if today is the day that they 
will be shot and killed in school. 
 This sounds like 
something that would perhaps 
happen in a post-apocalyptic 
world. But the terrifying reality 
is that this is modern-day 
America we’re talking about. 
 Growing up less than 
ten minutes away from Sandy 
Hook, Connecticut, the site of the 
elementary school shooting that 
tragically took 26 lives in 2012, I 
watched firsthand the terrifying 
consequences of gun violence. I 
watched what seemed like endless 
news trucks pile into an ordinarily 
quiet, small town. Living so close 
to where one of the deadliest mass 
shootings in American history 
occurred changes things. It changes 
things when it’s the town next to 
yours that is in the news. It changes 
things when you know people that 
graduated from that very school 
just years earlier. It changes things 
when you realize that, if something 
so horrible can happen in a sleepy 
Connecticut town, it can happen 
anywhere. It changes things when, 
six years later, signs still hang in 
local businesses that declare ‘We 
are Sandy Hook: we choose love.’ 

 This March was truly a 
demonstration of just that: love. I 
attended the Hudson Valley March 
For Our Lives, and as heartbreaking 
as it is that there is even a need for 
this in the first place, I found the 
March to be incredibly uplifting. 
According to the Poughkeepsie 
Journal, over seven thousand 
attended this one ‘sibling march’ 
alone. Young people and old people 
all piled onto the Walkway Over The 
Hudson with the same goal in mind. 
They had signs in their hands, and 
the hope for a safer, more peaceful 
tomorrow in their hearts. There 
were men and women, some as old 
as 85, and even some children in 
strollers. One man proudly held a 
sign that declared he was a hunter 
who was for gun control. It was so 
inspiring, seeing all these people 
from different walks of life that all 
wanted the same thing. Change, 
for the first time, felt so possible. 
 Toward the beginning 
of the March, an older gentleman 
began talking to my friend and 
myself while marching. “Now you 
girls look like you are high school 

walkway over the Hudson River. 
According to the Poughkeepsie 
Journal, nearly 7,000 people 
marched to show their support 
for gun control and to end mass 
shootings. This rally was free 
and required no registration. 
 From the Marist campus, it 
takes 20 minutes to walk to the 
bridge. Easy to walk to and free. 
Despite these factors, I personally 
saw under 10 people from 
Marist attend the walk. All the 
while, I saw organized students 
march from local elementary, 
middle and high schools. 
Read more at maristcircle.com

CARTOON BY BRENDEN DAVIS

Weapon 
Concealment on 

Campus
BY HANNAH KIRK

Opinion Editor

The recent and rapid 
increase of mass shootings, 
primarily following the school 
shooting in Parkland, FLA, has 
sparked a unique conversation 
conversation that runs contrary 
to the traditional gun control 
discussion we are so accustomed:

Should teachers carry
a concealed weapon?

Currently, the question as to 
whether or not schools should 
arm teachers has only concerned 
the  K-12 level; however, if a policy 
is passed at that level, we would 
most likely see the policy extend 
to colleges and universities. On 
paper, it appears as if it would 
beneficial for the institution if 
some or all teachers are either 
allowed or required to carry a 
weapon. However, the issues 
runs deeper than the actuality 
of teachers defending schools 

in the situation of an active 
shooter.  There would have to be 
a discussion on who carries, do 
students know who does and does 
not, does the school pay for their 
training and weapon, where would 
that money come from, how would 
we ensure it would protect people 
rather than cause further harm. 

 In addition, another aspect to 
look at would be if only teachers 
could carry weapons, or if security, 
or even students will as well. 
Marist is not  a closed campus, and 
anyone can walk on if they wish. 

So is Marist really safe? 
Would concealed guns make 
it more safe? Let us know 

what you think and email us at 

maristopinion@
gmail.com. 

students,” he smiled to us. When 
we told him that we were actually 
college students, he said, “Well, 
same difference, because your 
generation is the one that is going 
to change things. My generation 
is doing a pretty lousy job right 
now, but yours is the one that 
is going to make things better.” 
    A heartbreaking moment to 
witness was when a little boy 
that appeared to be five or six 
years old read a sign that said 
“grads, not guns,” and asked his 
father, whom he was marching 
with, what the sign meant. “Well, 
the Parkland kids who passed 
away are never going to get to 
graduate,” he told his son. The 
little boy considered this and 
said, “Oh, that’s really sad, Dad.” 
 And that is why we need 
change in this country. Because 
not one more child should have 
to have that realization. Because 
not one more child’s life should 
be taken due to gun violence. This 
is the beginning of a revolution, 
as Parkland survivor David Hogg 
said. We cannot afford to wait a 
moment longer. We can’t have 
one more life taken as a result 
of inaction. Gun control. Now. 

“This is the 
beginning of a 
revolution. We 

cannot afford to 
wait a moment 

longer.”

ADVICE COLUMN
Trouble in ParaDYES

Dear Ms. Marist,
    I’m looking really boring right 
now and I really want to dye my 
hair, any thoughts

Dear Trouble in ParaDYES, 
   Before you start, I’m punny, I 
know this.
    Now, I do have a thought on your 
hair — I have many as a matter of 
fact. My first thoughts are ques-
tions. What does your hair look 
like? How long is it? What color? 
What is your skin tone and eye-
brow color? What color are your 
eyes? What do you look like? What 
even constitutes “boring looking”?
    Well, since this is an advice column 
and The Circle’s budget can’t afford 
individual portals into the minds of 
our readers, I’ll just give advice the 
best way I know how; anonymously.
    I have always had dirty blonde 
hair. When I was younger, it was 
straight and bleach blonde and 
as I got older, it darkened at the 
roots and became slightly curly. 
Because my hair was always light-
er on the bottom, people have as-
sumed since I was in sixth grade 
that I am a bottle blonde. When I 
was in 11th grade, I began to get 
highlights to make my hair look 
blonder and more natural. Since 
then, I have been addicted to mak-
ing my hair lighter and lighter. I’m 
at the point where I am just below 
platinum blonde, and I don’t know 
that I can be stopped. Stay tuned.
    I also just drastically cut my 
hair and got layers because I too 
found myself “boring looking” 
and simply in need of a change. 
Life is boring when you are al-
ways staying the same, right?
    For this article’s sake, I’m go-
ing to assume the information 
I gathered from the first unreli-
able source I came across on the 
internet is true: about 90 per-
cent of the human population 
is brunette, or a variation of it.
    When it comes to dying your 
hair, it’s important to know your 
natural coloring and what goes 
best with your roots and your eye-
brows. Remember, darker roots 
have become a trend thanks to the 
Kardashians, so they are not always 
necessarily a bad thing. However, 
bad highlights are always a bad 
thing. There is nothing worse than 
a hair dye job that looks like it was 
homemade. If you want to dye your 
hair, spend the extra cash and get it 
done by a professional so you too 
can look professional. However, 
there is also nothing wrong with 
experimenting with fun colors.
    Pay attention to your roots. Don’t 
change too drastically and make it 
streaky or dull. A lot of girls with 
brown hair and blonde highlights 
can make their hair look grayish.
    Odds are, if you dye your hair, 
it’s going to look great. Whether 
you are going lighter for spring 
or completely changing your 
look, a change of pace is always a 
great way to feel a little bit light-
er and fresher. Remember to em-
brace everything you want to be.
    You’re going to rock 
any hair color you choose.

Sincerely, Ms. Marist

Need advice on school, relation-
ships, family, sports, or life in 

general? 
Email advicemiacircle@gmail.com 
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Basketball 
Coach Fire

BY JACK MCELDUFF
Sports Editor

   When men’s basketball head 
coach Mike Maker was fired three 
weeks ago, my mind wanted to 
go in a few different directions. 
    To start, I felt for Maker. He seemed 
like a terrific guy that always had 
the school’s best interests at heart. 
However, you can’t look at his 
record at Marist and tell me that the 
program was trending upwards. 
    In the four seasons at the helm, 
Maker posted an overall record 
of 28-97, while finishing 18-60 in 
MAAC conference play. In those 
four years, the Red Foxes never 
won more than eight games, 
furthermore proving that a change 
needed to be made. This season 
proved to be just like the others, as 
the Red Foxes stumbled to a 7-25 
finish that saw them exit in the first 
round of the MAAC tournament. 
    Maker had his struggles at 
Marist, but it is wholly necessary 
to recognize that Maker, at the 

Division III level, headed a program 
that was truly a force to with. As 
the head coach at Williams College 
(Massachusetts), Maker coached in 
two Division III Final Fours, while 
even making it to the National 
Championship in one of those 
seasons. It is unfortunate that 
such a fantastic coach was unable 
to allow his Division III success 
to translate into Division I wins. 
    The firing creates a crucial 
crossroads for the program. It has 
been 31 years since the Red Foxes 
last made the NCAA Tournament, 
and 11 years since their last NIT 
appearance. With so many years 
of unfulfilled expectations, the 
question must be posed: who’s next? 
    That question was answered on 
Tuesday, April 3, with the hiring of 
John Dunne as Marist’s next men’s 
basketball coach. Dunne arrives at 
Marist from St. Peter’s University, 
one of Marist’s MAAC rivals. It’s not 

everyday that a coach gets hired 
from in-conference, but this should 
be reckoned do a whole lot of good 
for the Red Foxes. Dunne knows the 
conference well, and he even guided 
his St. Peter’s team to the second 
round of the NCAA Tournament 
in 2010-11. He knows how to 
win at this level, and kudos to the 
search committee for recognizing 
that. On top of this success, Dunne 
will have a lot of great pieces in 
place as the season inches closer. 
Three of Marist’s most consistent 
scorers (Ryan Funk, Brian Parker, 
and Isaiah Lamb) are all going to 
be seniors next year, creating a 
solid core which Dunne can build 
on. This experience, coupled with 
Dunne’s expertise, should turn 
some heads on campus next winter.

Read more opinion pieces 
at maristcircle.com 

The New 
Steel Plant

BY ELIF USULOĞLU
Staff Writer

    Fifty-one Fulton St., known to 
some as Area 51, is the current art 
building until the new steel plant 
is built. I, alongside many other 
art students, cannot wait for it.
 It will not only be on campus, 
but it will be slapped right in the 
middle. Right now it feels a little 
outcasted. One of the new im-
provements being made is the 
outdoor welding studio/space.     
    Currently, if students wish to 
weld, they have to walk to the back 
of the building, while also wheeling 
the equipment outside. Howev-
er, the long walks and the crappy 
weather this year have discouraged 
students from wanting to weld 
and make big sculptures outside. 
    With the new steel plant, we will 
get our own space to hang out with 
friends and teachers while cre-
ating amazing sculptures. Along 
with this advantage, there will be 
a cafe in the building. If anyone 
has taken a class in Area 51, you 
know that you must bring food 
because currently the closest food 
place is the Marketplace which  is 
not always open or sometimes 
just out of the way while you’re 
trying to make it to class. Having 
the cafe and other food places so 
close to us will boost motivation to 
work longer on projects since stu-
dents don’t have to go home to eat. 
     I believe that with the new lo-
cation, resources, and the cafe, 
more people will come to the 
building to work on their projects 
and hopefully will create a big-
ger community of people who’ll 
get inspired from each other 
and socialize while creating art. 

“The firing creates a crucial 
crossroads for the

 program.”
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MARIST CIRCLE SPORTS

BASEBALL
Apr i l  6

8 - 10
Next match: 3 p.m. April 11 against University of Hartford at McCann

SOFTBALL
Apr i l  8

0 - 5
Next match: April 12  against University of Massachusetts at Gartland Athletic Field at 2 p.m.

WOMEN’S TENNIS
Apr i l  2

1 - 6
Next competition: 2 p.m. April 14 against Niagara at Tennis Pavilion, Poughkeepsie, NY

MEN’S TENNIS
Apr i l  8

0 - 7
Next Match: 11:30 a.m. April 10 against Quinnipiac Univeristy at Quinnipiac University

WOMEN’S LACROSSE
Apr i l  7

7 - 8

MEN’S LACROSSE
Apr i l  7

8 - 11
Next match: 3 p.m. April 14 against Monmouth at Monmouth

ROWING

Pres ident ’s  Cup,  March  31 
(Corne l l  Boathouse ,  Poughkeeps ie ,  NY)

Men’s  Vars i ty  E ight  Race:  1s t
Women’s  Var i s ty  E ight  Race:  1s t

Men’s  Second Vars i ty  E ight  Race:  1s t
Women’s  Second Vars i ty  E ight  Race:  1s t

Next match: 4 p.m. April 11 against Canisius at Canisius 

Apr i l  7
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MAX DARRINGTON
FROM CRICKET TO RUGBY TO TENNIS... 

By Jack McElduff 
Sports Editor 

    When asked about the nature of 
the Marist men’s club volleyball 
team, sophomore team member Dan 
Kelerchian had an easy answer. 
    “There will never be a fan, or any-
one else that heckles each other the 
way we do,” Kelerchian said jokingly. 
    Don’t let this comment fool you, 
however. This team is serious about 
how they play, and ever focused on 
where they want to be. 
    The team, now in its 32nd year, 
has progressed from humble begin-
nings to become one of the premier 
university club teams in the nation. 
    Head coach Richard Kelly alluded 
to the team’s national ranking, the 
first of its kind in the program histo-
ry. “This month, we’re at #19 [in the 
nation],” Kelly said. That ranking de-
rives from a pool of over 200 univer-
sity club teams in the country. Marist 
plays in the New England Collegiate 
Volleyball League (NECVL), and the 
11-1 Red Foxes are looking forward 
to several exciting opportunities to 

compete in the coming weeks.
    According to Kelerchian, one of the 
team’s biggest talents has been its 
ability to be a cohesive unit. “Some-
thing about our team really clicks, 
whether it’s getting team dinners 
or hanging out at tournaments.” 
Freshman Matt Dwyer agreed, and 
centered in on the team’s ability to 
allow freshmen to settle into the 
ways of the squad. “Moving from 
high school to college has been easy, 
in terms of volleyball,” Dwyer said. 
“It’s a great atmosphere to accept 
new people in; it’s very friendly.”
    According to Kelly, the team has 
its fair share of experienced players, 
but there are always students who 
are aiming to try something new. 
“Over the last two seasons, we’ve 
had over 40 students sign up,” Kelly 
said. “Unfortunately, with the level 
the program is at right now, we’re 
not able to take [all 40]. 
    On Thursday, April 12, the team 
will travel to St. Louis, Missouri for 
the National Club Volleyball Feder-
ation (NCVF) National Tournament. 
Dwyer expressed his excitement 

at the thought of competing in the 
tournament for the first time.
    Kelly is eagerly anticipating the 
chance to compete nationally, but 
speaks to health as the biggest cata-
lyst for the team moving forward. “I 
expect us to perform relatively well, 
as long as we stay healthy,” Kelly 
said. “We don’t have a full squad go-
ing [to Nationals], so we’re going to 
have to adjust some of our lineups.

Dwyer, playing in some of his 
first postseason competitions, is 
ready to come out strong. “We had 
a tournament about a month and a 
half ago where we took a very close 
loss to Holy Cross,” Dwyer said. 
“We’ll be seeing them again at cham-
pionships, and I think that made us 
readjust and focus. Everyone’s been 
working as hard as possible.”
    Kelerchian agreed, and sees the 
event     as a chance to put everything 
together. “[I’m] definitely excited. 
This is where all our training and 
hard work will pay off,” Kelerchian 
said. “Coming out hot in that first 
game will set the tone, and I think 
we’re ready for that.”

Men’s 
Volleyball 

Team Earns
 #19 National 

Ranking 

Darrington focused mid-swing.  Photo by Marist Athletics.

MARIST CIRCLE  SPORTS

     With 20 seconds remaining of the 
2003 Rugby World Cup final, nearly 
every eye in England was glued to 
the television. Shops were closed and 
workdays halted. Pubs were packed to 
the brim, decorated with British flags, 
and painted faces overflowed onto the 
streets of London. 
    “I was sitting on my dad’s shoulders 
at a pub. They weren’t even checking 
ID’s, they were just letting everybody 
in,” Max Darrington, a junior at Marist, 
reflects. Darrington was six years old 
at the time.
    At Telstra Stadium in Sydney, Aus-
tralia, the ball (Quora) left the scrum 
and landed in the hands of English 
rugby player Jonny Wilkinson. Wilkin-
son dropped the Quora between his 
two boots, drove his right foot up, and 
sent the ball flying between the two 
goal posts.  
      “Dropped Goal England! Oh my. 
Sean. What a call. It’s all over. That 
was the penultimate kick of the game. 
And England have Won. The. World. 
Cup.,” The Guardian headlines read. 
    Darrington recounts that moment 
as “the best English sporting triumph 
of my life to this day.”
      “That was one of my first sporting 
memories,” he says. “It became a very 
big deal in England.”
    But as the members of the 2003 
English Rugby World Cup team made 
history, Darrington himself was taking 
his first steps into what would evolve 
into an impressive athletic career. 
    Growing up in Ipswich, England as 
the son of a former professional rugby 
player, Darrington’s life was largely 
shaped by sports. At the age of 12, his 
talents won him an all-around athletic 
scholarship to Millfield Preparatory 
School–a nationally acclaimed insti-
tution known for its top-level athletic 
programs. At the start of his days at 
Millfield, Darrington impressed as a 
multi-sport athlete. Juggling compet-
itive field hockey, cricket, rugby, and 
tennis, his days were colored with 
practice after practice.

BY ALYSSA HURLBUT
President & Editor-in-Chief

 “I was probably best at cricket com-
pared to everything,” he says. Identi-
fied as one of the most talented rising 
cricketers in England, he was invited 
to take part in England’s Bloomfield 
Festival—a competition from which 
national team scouts recruit.
      As he gained widespread recogni-
tion in cricket, he made his mark in 
rugby as well. Like many athletes his 
age, he had developed an early love 
for the sport, one that far exceeded 
cricket, field hockey, and tennis. 
        “It was a team sport and I played 
it with all of my mates, which was 
the primary reason I played it,” he 
recalls. “I was just lucky that I went 
to a school that was one of the best in 
the nation for the sport.”  Darrington 
enjoyed a wealth of success in the 
early stages of his rugby
      

 career. Just as in cricket, he garnered 
recognition on a national scale, and 
in 2013, he collected a national 
championship with his team at 
    Millfield.  By the age of 15, he was 
playing with some of the best players 
in England, many of whom went on 
to win World Cup titles for England. 
    But, as any athlete knows, with 
great success comes great sacrifice. 
Darrington’s career was plagued 
with injury upon injury, among 
which included three shoulder dis-
locations, three broken collarbones, 
eight concussions, and a number of 
broken fingers.  
    “The game of rugby is incredibly 
physical,” Darrington says. “Playing  
at such a high level was daunting, 
seeing as there were always scouts 
coming to the games. And I was al-

 ways scared coming back from 
those injuries.”  
    The majority of the injuries 
were a result of rugby, but they 
quickly affected his cricket and 
tennis performance.  By the age of 
16, Darrington’s multiple con-
cussions forced him to abandon 
cricket.
    Not too long after, his rugby 
injuries conquered that sport as 
well. Late in his career at Millfield, 
Darrington was forced to hang up 
his rugby uniform. “It was very 
sad,” he says. “It was hard 
on my dad, too, being a former 
English rugby player. Seeing me 
drop the sport was rough.”
    But with tennis still very much 
alive, Darrington was

prepared to shift his focus. 
    “I liked winning…It was 
more the fact that I had sort of 
gone bust on rugby, so tennis 
looked like it was going to be 
the way forward.”
    And when he captained 
his Milford school to win the 
school’s tennis champion-
ships, his future in tennis was 
reaffirmed.  
   In 2015 , after his recruit-
ment videos generated interest 
from American schools such 
as Cornell, Yale, and Georgia 
State, Darrington committed to 
play Division I tennis at Marist. 
    Reflecting on his days at 
Millfield, Darrington looks 
back with great appreciation 
and admiration for the role 
that athletics played in his life.
        “I’d say sports completely 
shaped my characteristics…I’m 
quite self-disciplined which I 
picked up from Rugby, quite 
an easy to get along with guy 
because I played a lot of team 
sports, and that shaped who I 
am today.”
        While academics may have 
been lost in the mix of practic-
es during his prep school days, 
he has more than recovered 
in college. An honors student 
with a double major in busi-
ness and finance, Darrington 
has made Dean’s list for each 
of his semesters at college. He 
continues to manage top-level 
athletics while maintaining 
All-Academic standing in the 
MAAC conference.  
    “For people growing up in 
the world of sports,” he says, “I 
would tell them to do every-
thing whilst your young, but 
when the right time comes, 
focus on what you enjoy most.”

Max Darrington focuses mid-swing. Photo by Marist Athletics.

POUGHKEEPSIE, MONDAY, APRIL 09, 201812 • INSPIRING STUDENT VOICES EST. 1941 MARISTCRCLE.COM


